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Join  us   this 

month  in  our 

stouy  about 

parents  and 

families  at 

Perkins. 


Cover:  Janelle  Jackson, 
a  student  in  Perkins 
Deafblind  Program, 
her  mother,  Melanie, 
and  brother,  Kasey, 
in  Janelle's  classroom. 
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the  advent  of  Federal  and  State  Special  Education  Legislation  in 
id  1970's,  parents  attained  a  considerable  number  of  rights  that 
allowed  them  to  participate  fully  in  the  development  of  their  child's  clinical  and 
education  program. 

Over  the  course  of  the  past  three  decades,  we  have  witnessed  the  emergence 
and  strengthening  of  parents'  rights,  the  development  and  maturation  of  very 
effective  and  knowledgeable  parent  organizations  and  an  ever-increasing  number 
of  parents  who  have  become  their  child's  most  vocal  and  most  effective  advocates. 

As  we  begin  a  new  century,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  expand  further  the 
role  of  all  parents  in  the  context  of  a  true  partnership  with  professionals.  All  of  us 
who  work  closely  with  blind,  deafblind  and  multi-handicapped  blind  children 
have  a  professional  responsibility  to  help  support  and  strengthen  individual 
parents  and  parent  organizations.  In  doing  so,  we  will  fulfill  our  obligation  to 
provide  education  and  training  that  has  meaning  and  purpose  for  the  lifetime 
of  each  child,  their  parents  and  family  members. 

In  this  issue  of  The  Lantern,  we  express  our  gratitude  to  a  number  of  parents 
who  have  helped  us  better  understand 
our  responsibility  as  professionals. 


Kevin  J.  Lessard,  Director 
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^^^^""T'he  swish  of  canes  scraping  the  sidewalks. 
M     Thegentlehumofan  electric  wheelchair. 
^^ — ^        Young  children  laughing  on  the  playground. 
Teenagers  gabbing  on  the  wall  outside  their  cottages  after 
lunch.  Teachers  explaining  to  students  how  to  cross  a 
noisy  street.  The  sounds  of  Perkins  campus  blend  into  a 
rich  community. 

What  you  can't  always  hear,  but  what  is  continuously 
gaining  strength  in  the  background  are  parents.  Parents 
who  have  helped  their  children  along  the  way,  who 
constantly  learn  about  their  children,  make  choices, 
advocate  for  them  and  love  them. 

Parents  are  key  to  the  Perkins  education  that  helps 
students  become  as  independent  as  possible.  Recognizing 
the  role  of  every  family  member,  Perkins  is  committed  to 
working  with  parents,  siblings  and  grandparents  to  help 
students  and  their  families  live  to  the  fullest  and  to  reach 
their  goals.  The  Perkins  family  is  the  entire  family. 

Every  family's  story  is  different.  Raising  a  child  with  a 
handicap  increases  that  uniqueness.  In  this  issue  of  Ike 
Lantern,  we  celebrate  parents  -  we  listen  to  their  voices, 
learn  from  their  experience,  and  respect  their  journeys. 
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Parents  and  their  children  at 


Denise  &:  Stephen  Yerardi,  Sr. 
Secondary  Program 


M 


vhen  their  son  Stephen  was  in  elementary 
'school,  his  parents,  Denise  and  Stephen  Sr., 
were  told  that  he  did  not  have  a  vision 
problem.  Stephen,  according  to  doctors  and  educators, 
held  his  books  a  few  inches  from  his  face  and  stood  over 
his  desk  to  look  more  closely  at  his  work  because  of 
learning  disabilities.  Not  until  age  nine  was  he  diagnosed 
with  a  degenerative  eye  condition. 

"It  was  a  relief,"  explains  Denise.  "It  validated  what 
we  had  known  about  Stephen  all  along.  But  it  was 
devastating.  Our  son  would  be  blind  by  age  12." 

The  next  few  years  in  school,  Stephen  worked  once  a 
week  with  an  itinerant  vision  teacher  and  learned  braiUe. 
But  the  Yerardis  were  still  concerned.  He  tried  not  to  use 
his  Braille  Writer  or  his  cane.  He  was  not  considered 
academic  and  was  advised  to  transition  to  vocational 
training.  "Kids  teased  him  mercilessly,"  continues 
Denise,  "tripping  him  and  even  tying  his  shoelaces 
together."  So  they  got  Stephen  in  to  Perkins. 

"It  was  difficuh  fighting  the  public  school  to  send 
him  away,"  says  Stephen  Sr.  "We're  a  close  family.  How 
could  we  trust  someone  else  to  teach  the  values  we'd 
been  trying  to  instill?" 

Now,  the  Yerardi's  say  that  Perkins  has  changed 
Stephen's  life.  "Perkins  has  helped  Stephen  believe  in 
himself,"  says  Denise.  "We've  learned  that  he's  gifted  in 
computers.  He  even  dreams  of  working  for  Microsoft. 
Now,  he  has  a  future." 

"We  couldn't  be  happier.  For  Stephen.  For  ourselves. 
For  our  family,"  says  Stephen  Sr.  "There's  no  greater 
reward  than  seeing  your  child  blossom." 
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"It  was  difficult 
fighting  the  public 
school  to  send  him 
away,"  says  Stephen 
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Stephen's  younger  brother,  Derek,  similar  to  many 
siblings  of  handicapped  children,  has  had  difficulty  in 
the  past,  not  always  helping  or  respecting  Stephen  and 
even  saying  that  he  wished  he  himself  had  a  handicap. 
"Derek  is  seeing  Stephen  flourish  academically  and 
socially.  He  now  tells  his  friends  that  Stephen  is  so 
smart."  Stephen  Sr.  adds  that  his  sons  do  more  things 
together  now.  "They  have  a  tandem  bike  and  are  both 
excited  for  Derek  to  get  his  driver's  license."  Denise 
groans,  then  both  parents  laugh.  With  hesitant  pride,  . 


Stephen  Sr.  admits,  "It's  great  seeing  both  of  our  sons 
have  normal  teenage  experiences." 

Through  raising  Stephen,  the  Yerardis  say  they  have 
learned  never  to  lovifer  their  expectations.  "It  might  take 
longer,"  says  Stephen  Sr.  "But  don't  give  up  hope." 

"Even  vfh.en  others  have  given  up."  Denise  pauses 
for  a  moment.  "With  all  the  divisiveness  around  you, 
this  sort  of  thing  can  either  devastate  a  marriage  or 
strengthen  it.  With  a  sense  of  humor,  a  strong  team 


and  faith  in  each  other  and  in  your  child,  you  can  make 
it  work." 

As  17-year-old  Stephen  poses  with  his  parents  on 
"the  Wall"  —  the  infamous  gathering  place  outside  the 
residential  cottages  in  the  Secondary  Program  —  he 
smirks  and  smiles  as  his  friends  pass  and  wish  him  a 
good  weekend  at  home  in  New  Hampshire.  His  mother 
and  father  beam.  They  have  made  it  work. 


Barbara  &  Brian  Slattery  -  Lower  School 


/      J  oung  Lower  School  students  burst  through  the 
\^J  doors  and  start  playing  as  Barbara  and  Brian 
K_^^      Slattery  wait  for  Rebecca,  their  seven-year-old 
daughter  who  has  warm,  engaging  eyes,  the  sweetest 
smile  and  a  slightiy  unsteady  gait  from  her  leg  braces.  ■ 

"Rebecca  has  made  great  progress  at  Perkins.  She's 
gone  from  limited  communication  to  being  animated," 
says  Barbara  who  just  finished  a  meeting  with  Rebecca's 
teachers,  social  worker  and  clinicians  before  driving  an 
hour  back  to  Fitchburg.  "But  if  we  had  listened  to  what 
some  in  the  medical  community  told  us  when  Rebecca 
was  born,  she  wouldn't  be  in  any  kind  of  school." 
(They've  since  found  a  supportive  and  respectful 
pediatrician,  an  ophthalmologist  and  a  neurosurgeon.) 

Rebecca,  who  charms  everyone  with  her  lilting, 
musical  voice,  did  not  begin  her  education  at  Perkins. 
The  Slatterys  believed  in  inclusion  and  tried  to  make  it 
work.  "The  public  school  tried,"  said  Brian,  "but 
Rebecca's  needs  were  much  greater  and  more 
demanding  than  the  other  children's  needs." 

The  Slatterys  turned  to  Perkins  for  educational 
advice.  When  first  visiting  the  campus,  they  didn't 
intend  to  enroU  Rebecca.  "I  didn't  think  I  could  do  it," 
remembers  Barbara,  who  herself  is  a  public  school 
teacher.  "I  was  afraid  of  coming  here,  of  finally  admitting 
that  Rebecca  is  as  handicapped  as  she  is. . .  But  we  have 
goals  for  her.  We  want  the  best  for  Rebecca,  and  we  saw 
that  Perkins  offers  what  she  needs." 

The  Slatterys  say  they  love  coming  to  Perkins. 
"There's  a  nice  feeling  -  with  kids,  with  families," 
continues  Barbara.  "Rebecca's  learning  self-help  skills 
and  social  development,  and  she  is  gaining  a  sense 
ofwhosheis." 


In  Rebecca's  classroom,  Brian  sweeps  her  into  his 
arms.  Thrilled,  she  starts  telling  him  about  her  day. 
Barbara  surveys  the  room  filled  with  tactile  symbols, 
high-contrast  drawings,  and  story  boxes  filled  with 
little  teddy  bears  and  cups  to  represent  items  in 
the  story. 

"Rebecca  has  made  me  a  different  person,"  Barbara 
says  proudly.  "Brian  and  I  have  had  to  make  some 
difficult  decisions,  but  we  know  those  decisions  are  the 
stepping  stones  to  Rebecca's  future. . .  At  birth,  some 
professionals  told  us  not  to  expect  much  from  Rebecca. 
She  has  proved  them  wrong  so  far.  She  will  continue  to 
develop  and  grow  and  learn." 

Barbara  takes  a  deep  breath  and  says  she's 
surprised  that  she's  become  such  a  fighter  herself, 
such  an  informed  advocate  for  her  daughter.  "No  one 
knows  what  the  future  holds  in  store  for  any  of  us,  but 
Rebecca'a  future  looks  more  promising  every  day." 


I         Words  to  Know 

Individualized  Education  Plan  (lEP)  A  legally 
required  annual  education  plan  created  by  the  town, 
educators,  specialized  professionals  and  parents  for 
special  needs  students. 

Itinerant  Teacher  A  certified  teacher  who  provides  in- 
struction to  students  mainstreamed  in  their  school  systems. 
Instruction  can  be  daily,  weekly  or  at  other  regular  intervals. 

Orientation  and  Mobility  (O&M)  The  ability  to 
move  about  in  space  and  to  travel  from  place  to  place. 

Vision  Teacher  A  teacher  who  helps  blind  or  visually 
handicapped  students  adapt  to  their  vision  loss. 


Holly  &;  Jeff  Schneider 
Preschool  Program 
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e're  going  to  be  late,"  urged  eight-year-old 
Marcus  looking  up  at  the  window  where  his 
friends  were  gathering  for  the  siblings'  group. 


"I  want  to  go  inside,"  chimed  his  brother,  Andrew,  a 
student  in  Perkins  Preschool  Program. 

Jeff  Schneider  tells  his  son  Marcus  to  go  ahead. 
The  boy  flings  open  the  door  to  the  Preschool  building. 
Holly  Schneider  holds  Andrew's  hand,  heads  for  the 
door,  and  explains  that  they're  going  inside  (it's  impor- 
tant to  explain  what's  going  on  to  blind  children,  who 
cannot  make  assumptions  based  on  sight).  Jeff  takes 
Andrew's  other  hand,  and  the  family  enters  the 
Preschool  Building  together. 

"The  siblings'  group  at  Perkins  has  been  very 
helpful,"  Holly  said  earlier.  "Marcus  gets  to  talk  to  other 
kids  in  the  same  boat.  They  wear  blindfolds,  get  taken 
around,  and  feel  the  taxidermy  anirnals."  She  chuckles. 
"Actually,  by  now  all  of  this  is  pretty  normal  for  Marcus. 
His  brother's  blindness  isn't  a  big  deal  for  him.  I  mean, 
Andrew  doesn't  go  after  Marcus'  toys.  He  likes  that." 

Because  Andrew  was  born  so  prematurely,  the 
Schneiders  received  lots  of  help  early  on.  A  Perkins 
social  worker  contacted  Holly,  and,  as  soon  as  Andrew 
was  out  of  the  hospital,  the  Schneiders  began  the 
Infant/Toddler  Program,  coming  with  Andrew  once  a 
week  to  Perkins  to  meet  with  professionals  and  other 
families.  They  attended  conferences,  and  Perkins 
teachers  visited  the  family  at  home.  The  Schneiders,  who 
read  many  books  on  parenting  before  older  Marcus  was 
born,  did  a  search  for  the  few  books  on  parenting  blind 
children.  They  did  all  they  could  to  educate  themselves. 


"Our  initial  fear  was,  "Oh  my  God,  he's  blind. 
What  does  that  mean?  What  can't  he  do?"  explains  Jeff. 
"We  had  to  become  acclimated  to  what  is  normal  for 
Andrew."  Constant  communication  with  Perkins 
teachers,  therapists,  social  workers  and  other  specialists 
has  helped  the  Schneiders  assess  Andrew's  develop- 
ment and  set  new  goals,  has  helped  them  understand 
Andrew's  normal.  Holly  has  even  taken  an  introductory 
braille  class  at  Perkins  in  anticipation  of  helping  Andrew 
with  his  homework. 
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In  addition  to  Perkins,  Andrew  also  spends  several 
days  a  week  in  a  public  school  program,  as  do  many 
other  Perkins  students.  "We're  hoping  to  move  toward 
mainstreaming  —  that  is,  to  our  own  understanding  of 
inclusion,"  says  Holly.  "We  assume,  though,  that  we'll 
have  to  work  harder  to  make  sure  that  everything  gets 
done  in  public  school.  It'll  be  good  for  Andrew,  but 
harder  for  us." 

With  love  for  Andrew  and  their  acquired  knowledge, 
savvy  and  skill,  the  Schneiders  can  be  confident  about 
making  the  right  moves. 
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Parent  Resources 

National  Association  of  Parents  of 
Children  with  Visual  Impairments  (NAPVI) 
P.O.  Box  317  •  Watertown,  MA  02571 
1-800-562-6265 

National  Family  Association  for  Deaf-Blind(NFADB) 

1 1 1  Middle  Neck  Road  •  Sands  Point,  NY  1 1050 
1-800-255-0411X275 
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It  was  a  gooi 
feeling  as  a  parent 
to  send  off  Tim 
without  having  to 
convince  people 
what  he  was 
capable  of  Perkins 
gave  him  the 
opportunity  to  try." 
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Beth  8c  Lee  Keenan  -  Outreach  Services 


W 


hen  Tim  Keenan  was  a  freshman  at  UMass  - 
Amherst,  he  got  a  job  at  the  Assistive 
Technologies  Center,  a  computer  lab 
accommodating  people  with  handicaps,  because  of  his 
computer  and  technology  savvy.  Tim  has  been  advising 
staff  at  the  center  and  his  fellow  students  for  three  years. 

UMass  was  not  the  first  time  Tim  has  been  away 
from  home.  His  mother,  Beth  Keenan,  remembers 
bringing  Tim  for  weekends  and  summer  camp  at 
Perkins  Outreach  Program  for  mainstreamed  students. 
"It  was  a  good  feeling  as  a  parent  to  send  off  Tim  with- 
out having  to  convince  people  what  he  was  capable  of 
Perkins  gave  him  the  opportunity  to  try."  That's  what 
the  Keenan's  wanted  for  both  of  their  children:  to  make 
their  own  decisions  about  what  they  like,  and  not  for 
Tim  to  have  options  shut  off  just  because  he  is  blind. 
"It's  often  difficult  to  get  accepted  to  mainstreamed 
activities,"  continues  Beth,  "and  not  everything  out 
there  is  good.  Some  places  maybe  motivated  out  of  pity 
and  not  out  of  giving  experiences  to  help  people  grow." 

Camping  on  Cape  Cod,  travehng  for  a  week-long 
NASA-sponsored  Space  Camp  in  Alabama,  (which 
included  underwater  training,)  playing  in  annual  sports 
games  in  Pennsylvania,  connecting  with  other  blind  or 
visually  handicapped  students  during  weekends  on 
Perkins  campus  all  helped  widen  Tim's  world.  "Going 
away,  living  in  a  dorm  and  being  responsible  for  himself 
helped  prepare  Tim  to  go  away  for  college,"  says  Beth. 
"He  enjoyed  being  with  peers.  He  could  really  relax 
because  he  was  not  the  different  one." 

The  Keenans  feel  they  were  lucky  that  Tim  had 
the  same  itinerant  teacher  for  alll3  years  of  his  public 
school  education,  adapting,  teaching  and  helping 
Tim  strategize  how  to  learn  and  become  independent. 
An  orientation  and  mobility  (O&M)  instructor  from 


Perkins  also  traveled  to  Tim's  school  to  help  him  learn 
how  to  navigate  in  new  places.  "She  even  hooked  him 
up  with  a  blind  boy  the  same  age  and  a  girl  in  a  nearby 
town,"  adds  Beth.  "All  three  became  good  friends, 
attended  Outreach  activities  and  celebrated  high  school 
graduations  together." 

With  Tim  in  college,  it  is  different  now.  "In  the  past, 
we  made  sure  that  Tim  had  what  he  needed,"  explains  his 
father,  Lee.  Through  conferences  at  Perkins,  local  parent 
organizations,  the  advice  of  Tim's  itinerant  teacher  and 
his  O&M  instructor,  and  independent  evaluations,  the 
Keenans  learned  what  to  expect  and  what  to  ask  for.  "It's 
work,"  continues  Lee,  "to  know  what  a  child  is  entitled  to." 

"Before  becoming  parents,  we  didn't  go  to  school  to 
learn  how  to  help  a  blind  child,"  adds  Beth.  But  they  did 
learn.  And  Tim,  with  the  foundation  given  to  him  by  his 
parents,  is  now,  as  are  students  his  age  everywhere, 
learning  how  to  navigate  on  his  own. 
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Perkins 

Resources 

In  addition  to  our  day  Preschool 

Outreach  Services  Weekend 

Program  and  our  day  and  resi- 

and summer  social,  recreational. 

dential  Lower  School,  Secondary 

vocational  and  independent  living 

and  DeafbUnd  Programs,  Perkins 

activities  for  mainstreamed 

offers  support  to  families  with 

elementary  school,  junior  high 

blind,  visually  handicapped  or 

and  high  school  students; 

deafblind  children  who  are  too 

itinerant  vision  services  in 

young  to  attend  Perkins  or  who 

Western  Massachusetts  and 

may  go  to  school  elsewhere. 

Cape  Cod. 

Diagnostic  Evaluations 

Howe  Press  Manufacture 

Testing  and  evaluation  of  students 

and  sale  of  the  Perkins  Brailler 

who  are  bhnd,  deafblind  and 

and  other  related  products. 

multihandicappped  blind. 

Braille  and  Talking  Book 

Infant/Toddler  Program 

Library  Braille  and  recorded 

Home-based  assessment  and 

materials  available  for  circulation. 

training,  and  weekly  parent 

groups  at  Perkins. 

Anne  Kenney  8c  Tom  Quinlivan 
Deafblind  program 
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.  hen  Anne  Kenney  was  a  student  nurse 
in  one  of  the  local  hospitals,  her  future 
daughter,  Sara,  then  one-year-old  and 
medically  fragile,  was  constantly  sick.  Anne  and  her 
husband  Tom  took  Sara  home  from  the  hospital  ("not 
a  place  to  grow-up")  as  a  foster  child,  knowing  they 
would  have  a  good  chance  to  adopt  her  officially.  Five 
years  later,  they  did. 

"Sara  was  Sara  when  we  met,"  says  Anne.  "We've 
always  been  in  love  with  who  she  is.  We  didn't  have 
dreams  of  a  medically  perfect  child,  so  we  didn't  have  to 
deal  with  the  grief."  Sara  stops  marching  back  and  forth 
in  the  living  room  and  leaps  onto  the  sofa  between  her 
mother  and  Rachel,  her  19-month-old  sister  cradling  a 
picture  book.  When  she  first  came  home,  Sara,  who  has 
CHARGE  syndrome  —  which  leaves  her  with  little 
hearing,  low  vision  and  few  verbal  skills  —  wouldn't 
look  directly  at  people,  couldn't  walk  and  used  the  back 
of  her  hand,  not  her  fingers,  to  touch.  "We  knew  about 
her  medical  problems,  but  it  didn't  hurt  us  any  less  when 
she'd  be  on  the  floor  crying  non-stop,  unable  to  tell  us 
what  she  wanted." 

Getting  Sara  to  Perkins  was  a  long  process.  Anne 
and  Tom  learned  as  much  as  possible  about  the  options 
and  had  Sara  medically  and  psychologically  tested  and 
evaluated  before  meeting  with  their  town  to  decide  her 
educational  placement.  "Even  with  my  medical 
background,  it  was  a  lot  work.  But  if  we  hadn't  done 
so  much,  we  wouldn't  have  known  what  was  possible, 
and  Sara  probably  would  have  ended  up  in  hospital 
day  care." 


At  Perkins,  Sara  still  became  sick  frequently  and 
missed  school  for  long  periods  of  time.  "Deafblind 
Program  staff  came  to  our  house.  If  Sara  were  in 
another  program,  she  would  have  missed  six  weeks 
of  instruction."  Anne  and  Sara  were  delighted  ("Sara 
was  overjoyed,  laughing  hysterically")  that  staff  helped 
set  up  communication  systems  at  home.  Unable  to  say  or 
sign  what  she  wants,  Sara  now  flips  the  pages  of  a  large 
notebook  of  Polaroid  pictures  attached  with  Velcro:  her 
bookcase,  covers  of  different  Walt  Disney  videos,  toys. 
She  rips  out  a  picture  of  the  upstairs  VCR  and  turns  to 
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her  mother,  who  nods,  signs  and  says  "Okay."  Sara 
smiles  and  runs  upstairs  humming.  Rachel  toddles 
after.  Anne  beams. 

"Of  course  we  still  get  stuck,  sometimes,  with  a  lack 
of  communication.  I  can  call  Perkins,  and  if  someone 
doesn't  have  the  answer,  they  try  to  find  someone  who 
can.  Staff,  monthly  parent  meetings,  workshops,  other 
parents  to  call  -  it's  all  at  our  disposal.  And  it  helps  so 
much  to  have  people  to  talk  to." 

Sara,  it  would  seem,  knows  the  feeling. 


Suggested  Publications 
For  Parents 

Educational  Service  Guidelines: 

Blind  and  Visually  Impaired  Students $  20.00 

Equals  in  Partnership:  Basic  Rights  for  Families 

of  Children  with  Blindness  or  Visual  Impairment $15.00 

In  Celebration  ofGrandparenting $20.00 

Suggestions  for  Modifying  the  Home: 
A  handbook  for  parents  and  teachers 
of  children  with  dual  sensory  impairments $  5.00 

For  Teachers 

Classroom  Collaboration $  20.00 

Educational  Service  Guidelines  (see  above)  $  20.00 

Perkins  Activity  and  Resource  Guide $  65.00 

Remarkable  Conversations:  A  guide  to  developing 

meaningful  communication  with  children  and 

young  adults  who  are  deafblind $35.00 

For  additional  information,  contact  the  Publications  office  at  Perkins 
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Reflections 


Perkins    peopi,  e    and    happenings 
on    and    off    campus 


P-E-R-K-l-N-S 

School  spirit  is  sweeping  campus. 
Wrestling,  track,  swimming, 
goalball  -  a  game  on  a  basketball 
court  marked  with  raised  lines. . . 
Perkins  students  are  competing  all 


schoc  p^^^p. 


over  Massachusetts  and  the 
East  Coast.  The  Perkins 
cheerleaders,  who  held  an 
exhibition  on  campus  this 
winter,  root  for  them  all  the  way. 


Shop  and  Support 

You  can  support  Perkins  while  shopping 
Simply  go  to  www.schoolpop.com, 
indicate  that  your  purchase  should 
benefit  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind, 
Watertown,  Massachusetts,  and  start 
shopping.  Up  to  20%  of  every  purchase 
goes  to  Perkins.  Thank  you! 


"This  sensitive  and  so  beautifully  written  book  is  indeed 
an  eye-opener  to  the  glories  of  the  world  around  us." 

~  Barbara  Walters 


Perkins  Discovery  Series 

Enhance  your  perspective  at  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 

Join  us  for  dinner  and  illumination  as  Henry  Grunwald,  former 

editor  of  TIME  magazine  and  author  of  Twilight  —  Losing  Sight, 

Gaining  Insight,  shares  his  experiences  of  losing  his  sight  late  in  life 

at  the  first  Perkins  Discovery  Series  dinner.  Proceeds  wiU  benefit 

the  Perkins  BraiUe  and  Talking  Book  Library. 

Thursday 

October  5,  2000 

6:00  pm 

Please  call  617-972-7328  for  ticket  information. 


Perkins  Braille  and  Talking  Book  Library  serves  17,000  patrons 
-  only  11%  of  the  eligible  population. 


89%  of  the  people  in  New  England  who  cannot  read  traditional 
print  are  without  services. 


"Books  should  not  be 
considered  a  luxury. " 

Kevin  Lessard,  Director  Perkins 
School  for  the  Blind 


Score! 

The  smell  of  hot-dogs  and  pretzels. 
Thunderous  organ  music.  Swish  of  the  ice: 
Scraping  of  sticks.  Roar  of  the  crowd. 
A  Boston  Bruins  game  is  always  a  thriU  to 
the  senses.  The  junior  high  school-aged 
students  from  Lower  School  enjoyed  it  all. 


JH-micin 
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Thank  You  Notes 


When  he  was  nine-years-old,  Yegue's  interest  in 
music  was  confined  to  a  harmonica  introduced  to  his 
village  in  Chad  by  a  French  priest,  who  soon  began 
teaching  him  the  piano.  Yegue's  love  of  classical 
music  bloomed  —  no  small  feat  in  a  home  without 
electricity  (the  priest  got  Yegue  a  small  battery- 
powered  piano),  a  village  without  access  to  a  classical  radio  station,  a  school  without  music  instruction 
and  100  students  in  a  classroom,  and  in  a  country  of  dire  poverty  and  civil  war. 

Years  later,  the  wife  of  the  US  Ambassador  to  Chad  and  the  sister  of  a  teacher  at  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind  was  astonished  at  a  concert  to  learn  that  the  pianist  was  a  young  boy  who  was  bhnd  and 
losing  his  hearing.  She  contacted  Perkins.  Her  sister  developed  a  network  of  patrons.  Yegue  studied 
English  and  taught  himself  English  braille.  He  then  left  his  village  for  Perkins  on  a  partial  scholarship. 

The  brother  of  eight  siblings  —  five  who  are  blind  —  Yegue  asked  to  perform  a  concert  (piano, 
harpsichord  and  vocal)  at  Perkins  to  thank  all  of  the  people  whose  interest  in  him  has  given  him 
opportunities  that  he  could  not  have  dreamed  of  on  his  own. 
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"I  cannot  tell  you  how 
proud  Yegue's  family 
is,  or  how  many 
Chadians  have  pored 
over  the  photos  in 
the  brochure  of 
Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind.  They 
asked  me  to  translate 
it,  referring  to  Yegue 
coming  to  Boston  as 
his  journey  to  'al- 
genna,'  or  'heaven.'" 

Michele  Hoisted, 
■wife  of  the  former 

ssador  to  Chad 
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VISIONARY  SOCIETY 


PERKINS     SCHOOL     FOR     THE     BLIND 


What  is  the  Visionary  Society? 

A  group  of  individuals  whose  generous 
support  makes  a  significant  difference  in  the 
lives  of  blind  children 


What  does  my  membership  do? 

•  Gives  blind  infants  and  toddlers 
a  better  start  in  life 

■  Supports  families  of  blind,  deafblind 
and  multihandicapped  blind  children 


What  are  the  benefits  of  membership? 

•  A  Visionary  Society  certificate 

•  Recognition  in  the  Annual  Report 

•  Special  opportunities  to  tour  the  campus 
and  meet  students 


How  can  I  help? 

•  Contribute  $100  or  more  annually 

Donors  of  $1,000  or  more  are  members  of 
the  Anne  Sullivan/Helen  Keller  Circle 


Become  a  Charter  Member — 
Join  before  June  30,  2000 

Look  for  your  invitation  in  the  mail  later 
this  month,  or  contact: 

Jan  Stephenson,  Development  Officer 

Tel:  617  972-7466 

Fax:617  972-7334 

Email:  stephensonj@perkins.pvt.kl2.ma.us 


UnanAs  /o  our  donors. 

We  T)id9Li 


$5.3  million  -  five  months  early! 
The  Conrad  N.  Hilton  Foundation 
challenged  Perkins  to  raise  $5 
million  by  June,  2000.  If  Perkins  was 
successful,  the  Hilton  Foundation 
promised  to  match  and  double  the 
amount.  Thanks  to  our  loyal  and 
committed  donors,  Perkins 
surpassed  the  goal. 

Thousands  of  children  in 
Massachusetts,  across  the  United 
States  and  in  50  developing  countries 
c  you  for  helping  them  reach  for 
dependence  through  the  Hilton/ 
[•erkins  Program.  The  new  $15.3 
million  endowment  ensures  that 
generations  of  blind,  deafblind  and 
multihandicapped  blind  children 
will  have  a  better  future. 
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Honor  a  friend  or  family  member 
through  the  Tribute  Program  at 
Perkins.  Gifts  made  "in  memory" 
commemorate  the  life  of  a  loved 
one  who  has  passed  away,  while 
a  gift  made  "in  honor"  celebrates  a 
special  occasion  such  as  a  birthday, 
graduation,  anniversary,  or  other 
important  event. 


A  moving  testimonial  to  a  friend  or 
loved  one,  tribute  gifts  support  the 
important  programs  at  Perkins  and 
make  a  difference  in  the  Uves  of  our 
blind,  deafblind  and  multihandi- 
capped  blind  students. 

After  we  receive  your  tribute,  we 
send  a  letter  to  the  bereaved  family 
or  the  person  being  honored  to 


mform  them  of  your  kindness,  w 
also  send  you  a  note  to  thank  you 
your  generosity.  The  amount  of  youit 
gift  is  always  kept  confidential.  All 
gifts  are  tax-deductible. 

We  are  often  asked  what  amount 
should  be  sent  for  a  memorial  or  in 
honor  gift.  A  good  rule  of  thumb  is 
to  send  what  you  would  spend  on" 


The  Perkins  Endowment 


C  /J  erkins  School  for  the  Bhnd  provides  an  opportunity  for  generous 
•^       and  caring  individuals  to  help  the  multUiandicapped  children 
and  adults  who  benefit  from  our  programs  and  services.  The  gifts  and 
bequests  of  Perkins  friends  make  it  possible  for  the  school  to  sustain  the 
excellent  quality  of  services  that  has  been  the  Perkins  hallmark  for  more 
than  one  hundred  and  seventy  years. 

While  a  few  foundations  and  government  grants  enable  Perkins  to 
initiate  new  programs,  the  consistent  support  of  donors  makes  it 
possible  for  us  to  continue  our  academic,  residential,  and  home-based 
programs  for  the  many  students  in  our  care. 

If  you  wish  to  make  Perkins  School  the  recipient  of  a  personal  bequest, 

the  following  form  may  be  used: 


I  hereby  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind,  a  corporation  duly  organized  and  existing  under 
the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 

dollars  ($ ),  the  same  to  be  applied 

to  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  said  corporation  under  the 
direction  of  its  Board  of  Trustees;  and  I  do  hereby  direct  that  the 
receipt  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  said  corporation 
shall  be  sufficient  discharge  to  my  executors  for  the  same. 


Bequest  donors  automatically  become  members  of  the  Thomas  H. 
Perkins  Society. 

Such  a  notice  may  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  corporation 
as  follows: 

H.  GUman  Nichols,  Fiduciary  Trust  Company 
175  Federal  Street,  P.O.  Box  1647 
Boston,  MA  02105-1647 


flowers.  Many  gifts  range  from 
$15  to  $100  or  more.  But,  the  only 
"right"  amoimt  is  the  one  your  heart 
tells  you  to  send. 

To  make  a  tribute  gift,  please 
send  your  check  to:  Perkins  School 
for  the  Blind,  175  North  Beacon 
Street,  Watertown,  MA  02472 
Attn:  Development  Office, 


Tribute  Program.  Or,  call  (617) 
972-7328  to  make  a  donation  with 
your  MasterCard  or  VISA. 

Please  be  sure  to  include  the  full 
name  and  address  of  the  person  to 
whom  you  wish  us  to  acknowledge 
your  gift. 


PHOTOS  AT  LEFT 
Perkins  is  committed  to 
helping  families  locally, 
nationally,  and  in  50 
developing  countries. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
Carol  Benoit,  Cover;  David 
DelPoio  3  (top,  2nd  to  bottom), 
6-7, 14-15, 18-19;  Kimberly 
Emrick  2, 3  (bottom),  20  (3rd 
from  top);  Jennifer  Jordan  20 
(top,  4th  from  top),  22-3  (top 
3);  Paula  Kandarian  12;  John 
Kennard  3  (2nd  from  top), 
10-11, 16,21,22-23  (middle  2); 
LarryMeIander9. 


Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 


Perkins  School  for  the 
Blind  was  incorporated 
March  2,  1829.  The  school  is 
an  accredited  member  of  the  New  England 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  and 
the  National  Association  of  Independent 
Schools.  It  is  licensed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education  and  Mental 
Retardation  and  by  the  Commonwealth's 
Office  of  Child  Care  Services. 


The  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  admits 
students  of  any  race,  color,  creed,  national 
and  ethnic  origin  to  all  the  rights,  privileges, 
programs,  and  activities  generally  accorded 
or  made  available  to  students  at  the  school. 
It  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race, 
color,  creed,  national  or  ethnic  origin  in  the 
administration  of  its  educational  policies, 
scholarship,  and  athletic  and  other  school- 
administrated  programs. 


Address 

Correction 

Requested 


Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  MA  02472 

Tel:  617.924.3434 
Fax:  617.926.2027 
www.perkins.pvt.kl2.ma.us 

Editors:  Robert  Guthrie 
Kimberly  Emrick 


Non-Profit 
Organization 

Bulk  Rate 

U.S.  Postage 

PAID 

Permit  No.  56547 

Boston,  MA 
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The  Lantern 


This  month  we 

are  pleased 

to  present 

photographs  by 

David  Del  Poio. 


Cover:  Erica  Reichel, 
Crystal  Sarro  and  Amy 
Kingsbury  on  "the 
wall,"  the  unofficial 
social  center  for 
students  in  the 
Secondary  Program. 


f  I  (  very  season,  the  Perkins  family  expands.  From  our  students  on 
1  J  campus,  to  the  500  infants  and  toddlers  receiving  early  intervention 
services  in  their  homes,  to  elders  maintaining  their  independence,  to  donors 
who  want  to  make  a  difference  in  the  world,  Perkins  is  a  thriving  community 
with  enormous  impact. 

In  this  issue  of  The  Lantern,  we  bring  you  the  faces  and  stories  of  the 
growing  Perkins  family.  David  Del  Poio's  thoughtful  photographs  show  the 
joy  of  a  Perkins  experience,  and  you  wdll  read  about  students  enjoying  different 
activities  on  campus  and  in  the  community. 

You  will  learn  about  Perkins'  efforts  to  reach  more  people  through  the 
Braille  and  Talking  Book  Library,  which  provides  alternative  reading  material, 
including  cassettes,  to  New  England  patrons. 

We  hope  that  you  will  also  enjoy  the  smiles  of  graduating  students, 
of  elders  from  our  new  Elder  Learning  Center,  of  visually  handicapped  public 
school  students  developing  friends  and  skills  with  Perkins'  staff,  and  of  our 
Educational  Leadership  graduates  who  bring 
Perkins  expertise  back  to  their  countries  in 
developing  regions  of  the  world. 

Perkins  is  a  dynamic  community.  Thank 
you  for  continuing  to  be  a  part  of  our  family. 


Kevin  J.  Lessard,  Director 
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"The  dedication 

of  the  staff  is 

inspiring,  and  it  is 

humbling,  to  those  of 

us  who  think  we  have 

problems,  to  see  the 

courage  and  good 

humor  displayed  by 

the  students,  despite 

their  difficulties." 

~  Henry  Grunwald 


SEE  MY 
WORLD 


•PHOTOGRAPHS  BY 'DAVID 'DEL  TOIO 


One  day  a  week  for  an  entire  school  year,  David  Del  Poio,  photographer 
from  the  local  Watertown  Tab  new^spaper,  took  pictures  on  campus. 
Becoming  familiar  with  students  and  staff,  he  saw  firsthand  the  care, 
determination  and  joy  of  a  Perkins  education. 

Entitled  "See  My  World,"  the  newspaper  photo  spread  was  an  unprecedent- 
ed cover  and  four  full  inside  pages.  We  are  pleased  to  present  you  with 
additional  photographs  from  this  thoughtful  look  at  Perkins. 
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tfULD  IT  BE  ANY  DIFFERENT  FOR  THE  BLIN] 


■KEVIN  lESSARD; /DIRECTOR,  TEJIKINS,  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  -BLINi, 


STO-NSO-RS 

~  ■PU'BUS'H'E'R  I'E'V'EX  ~ 

■MAX  & 'BETH -BARDEEN 

WriLIAM  Si  JANET  JAMES 

lEHMAN  'BROTHERS,  INC. 

INEST  &  'ELIZABETH  MONRAD 

ATRICIA  'B.  &  J.  ■ELISABETH  ■RICJ 
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'BEING  AT  -PERKINS  WAS  LIKE 
VISITING  A  COUNTRY  WHERE 
THERE  WERE  NOT  THE  USUAL 
DEMANDS  AND  PREJUDICES." 

~  WENRY  (jRUNWALD 

A  DINNER.  A  VIDEO.  A  TOUR  OF  THE  BRAILLE  AND  TALK- 
ING BOOK  LIBRARY.  A  PRESS  BRIEFING.  Perkins  Students 
explaining  to  reporters  why  they  love  to  read.  Newspapers. 
Radio.  The  school  chorus.  The  former  editor-in-chief  of  Time  Inc.  and  former  Ambassador  to  Austria, 
Henry  Grunwald  taUdng  about  his  experience  of  losing  sight  due  to  macular  degeneration,  the  leading 
cause  of  bUndness  for  Americans  55  years  and  older. 

Perkins'  first  Discovery  Series  event,  dedicated  to  raise  funds  for  the  Perkins  BraUle  and  Talking  Book 
Library,  introduced  about  200  dinner  guests  to  the  School  and,  through  newspaper  and  radio  cover- 
age, educated  a  large  number  of  people  about  the  need  to  expand  the  Library,  where  400,000  braille 
and  talking  books  (special  cassette  tapes)  are  available  for  free.  The  Library  must  grow,  for  89%  of  the 
eligible  population  is  not  accessing  these  alternative  books. 

Henry  Grunwald,  author  of  Twilight  —  Losing  Sight,  Gaining  Insight,  came  to  Perkins  to  help  change 
that.  He  talked  about  the  firustration  of  losing  his  sight  and  the  horror  of  not  being  able  to  read  until 
he  "discovered  with  pleasure  the  talking  book."  He  emphasized  the  importance  of  keeping  a  sense  of 
humor;  shaking  the  hand  of  the  maitre'd  at  a  restaurant  only  to  discover  that  it's 
a  stuffed  monkey  can  be  funny,  not  tragic.  With  the  right  perspective, 
people  can  adapt  to  their  situation  and  thrive.  The  audience  at 
the  dinner  and  at  the  press  briefing  in  the  afternoon 
were  moved  by  Grunwald,  whose  earnestness  and 
compassion  spoke  volumes. 

"A  night  like  this,"  said  one  of  the  beaming 
guests  after  dinner,  "reminds  you  how 
important  the  work  of  Perkins  is." 


:  N  S 
CLASS    OF    2000 


who  previously  spent  a  week 
at  Perkins  filming  a  segment  on  Perkins  class  of  2000  for  CBS  Sunday 
Morning  with  Charles  Osgood,  delighted  students  by  returning  as  gradua- 
tion speaker.  Graduation  always  shimmers  with  excitement  as  students 
from  Perkins  Secondary  and  Deafblind  Programs  celebrate  their  years  of 
accomplishment.  Jeffrey  Kofman's  words  of  inspiration  made  graduation  2000  even  more  spectacular. 

"...All  of  us  face  limitations,  but  I  want  you  to  remember  this  —  there  are  the  limits  other  people  place  on  us 
and  there  are  the  limits  we  place  on  ourselves.  So  just  because  someone  tells  you  something  can't  be  done 
doesn't  mean  you  have  to  accept  it.  And  I  want  you  to  remember  the  other  side  of  that  equation  —  some- 
times because  of  fear  of  failure,  or  just  plain  fear,  we  set  limits  on  ourselves...  Before  you  say  I  can't,  ask  your- 
self this  —  Do  I  want  to  try?  Is  failure  to  succeed  worse  than  failure  to  try? 

"All  of  us  only  have  one  shot  at  this  life.  Live  it  to  the  fullest.  Don't  let  yourself  get  caught  in  a  trap  where  life 
is  merely  something  you  endure  from  day  to  day.  Make  it  interesting.  Make  it  fun.  Make  it  an  adventure. 
Make  it  a  thrill.  And,  in  your  own,  modest 
way,  make  a  difference." 

~  Jeffrey  Kofman 


Recipients  of  Diplomas  and 
Certificates  of  Accomplishment 

Daniel  Francis  Bird 
Sean  Joseph  Dubois 

Dana  Efron  Flier 
Erin  Kathleen  Flynn 

Sarah  Anne  Hale 

Antonio  Hernandez 

Samantha  Lynn  Kincaid 

Tanny  Marie  Labshere 

Ryan  Marin 

Jose  Ocasio  Nieves 

Margo  Paganelli 

Heather  Belle  Smith 

Kathryn  Lynn  Spencer 

Jarod  Lee  Westaway 
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Reflections 


Perkins    people   and    happenings 
on   and   off   campus 


Field  Day  of  Dreams 

Staff  from  across  campus  came  together  to  give 
Perkins  students  an  afternoon  of  fijn  and 
excitement  at  Field  Day.  Face  painting,  dancing, 
cookies  made  by  the  Elder  Learning  Center  group, 
a  MoQnwaUc,  clowns,  a  huge  Cookie  Monster, 
booths  of  pizza,  and  a  train  were  among  the  fun 
that  filled  the  lawn  beside  Lower  School.  Kids 
climbing  an  inflatable  obstacle  course,  staff  falling 
down  during  three-legged  races,  and  everyone 
trying  his  or  her  best  at  carnival  games  filled 
campus  with  smOes  and  laughter.  Thank  you 
to  everyone  who  created  the  celebration. 
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Reading  on  the  Hill 

In  the  Great  Hall  of  the  Massachusetts  State  House, 
Senator  Steven  Tolman  and  Representative  Rachel 
Kaprielian  co-sponsored  a  virtual  tour  of  Perkins 
Braille  and  Talking  Book  Library,  emphasizing  the 
need  for  resources  to  serve  more  readers.  Perkins 
staff  and  volunteers  ran  sixteen  interactive  exhibits 
that  demonstrated  adaptive  computer  workstations, 
studio  recording,  book  selection  services  and  other 
library  operations.  In  his  opening  remarks.  Senator 
Tolman  invited  his  colleagues  to  see  for  themselves 
"what  a  wonderfiil  resource  this  program  is  to  so 
many  people  in  the  Commonwealth."  Representative 
Kapreliean  urged  that  "...our  greatest  challenge  is  to 
let  people  know  that  this  program  is  out  there  for 
them."  Perkins  is  grateful  for  the  increased  financial 
support  to  the  library,  but,  v«th  only  1 1%  of  the 
eligible  population  being  served,  this  can  only  be 
the  beginning. 


Public  Art 


Students  from  Deafblind,  Lower  School  and  Secondary 
Programs  were  thrilled  to  get  dressed-up,  listen  to 
music,  chat  and  eat  hors  d'oeuvres  at  the  opening  of 
their  exhibit  at  the  Bromfield  Art  Gallery  in  Boston's 
South  End.  Students'  quilts,  pottery  and  paintings  were 
displayed  last  summer  alongside  work  by  Florence 
Montgomery,  who  incorporated  texture  into  her 


painting  and  collages.  Sharing  their  work  with  the 
public  was  a  treat  for  Perkins  students.  The  care  the 
Bromfield  Gallery  took  in  adapting  and  explaining  the 
exhibition,  in  reaching  out  to  the  public,  and  in 
making  the  entire  event  instructional  made  for  a 
meaningful  and  memorable  summer. 


heft:  "Jimmie"  by 
Sasha  Gyori,  of  the 
DeafBlind  Program; 
bottom:  Quilt  by  Lower 
School  Students. 


Another  Historic  Tea  Party 

Secondary  Program  students  thought  their  first  tea 
party  would  be  a  small  but  pleasant  and  cozy  affair 
of  tea,  scones  and  clotted  cream.  They  had  no  idea 
how  popular  the  morning  would  be.  Tickets  sold  out. 
The  scrumptious  scones  were  a  hit.  The  music  left 
the  crowd  smiling.  Everyone,  especially  those  who 
didn't  buy  tickets  quickly  enough,  is  hoping  that  the 
Perkins  Tea  Party  will  become  an  annual  event. 


Perkins  Viewbook 

Last  spring,  Perkins  published  its  first 
Viewbook,  giving  an  overview  of 
Perkins  in  print  and  pictures.  It  will  be 
used  for  several  years  for  fundraising 
and  public  information  purposes.  Made 
possible  by  our  decision  not  to  print  a 
substantial  annual  report  in  1999,  this 
beautiful  brochure  is  available  through 
the  Public  Relations  office. 


Outreach 
Weekend 

During  a  busy  weekend  of 
decorating  pumpkins, 
performing  in  a  talent 
show,  and  making  friends 
with  blind  and  visually 
handicapped  peers,  about 
10  children  who  attend 
4th,  5th  and  6th  grades  in 
public  school  braved  the 
first  snow  to  spend  an 
afternoon  with  horses  at  the  Wellspring  Farm,  LLC. 
The  enthusiastic  equestrians  began  with  a  safety 
lesson,  rode  in  a  carriage  puUed  by  a  miniature  horse, 
and  studied  through  touch  the  saddle,  bridle  and 
the  stable.  These  students  from  Perkins  Outreach 
Program  gained  confidence  and  learned,  from  high 
on  the  back  of  a  horse,  that  they  can  accomplish  what 
they  set  out  to  do. 


^ 

nil 

2^1 

wl\  i 

i  \  M 

sjB^^ 

1 

1^ 

^^^^^^  1 

^^JH 

=-          Vr>^^! 

5c^  I 

^^^^BF^     iT^^^^^H 

.^^^^Ks^ 

Girl  Scouts  History 

Seven  students  from  the  Deafblind  Program  made 
history  this  fall  when  they  formed  the  only  Girl 
Scout  Troop  for  deafblind  girls  in  the  United  States. 
At  an  investiture  ceremony  in  a  cabin  where  they 
camped  last  spring,  Perkins  Girl  Scouts  received 
their  official  vests  and  their  first  pins.  They  sang 
songs,  presented  the  camp  with  a  painting  they 
created  after  their  last  visit,  and  celebrated  with  pizza 
and  ice  cream  wdth  the  Troop  of  one  of  the  girl's 
sisters.  Enthusiasm  brimmed  through  everyone's 
great  Girl  Scout  smiles. 


A  World  of  Influence 

The  work  that  Anne  Sullivan  began  at  Perkins 
with  Helen  Keller  thrives  today  in  the  Deafblind 
Program  and  is  helping  thousands  of  children  all 
over  the  globe.  Every  year,  specialists  in  the  field 
of  deafblindness  come  to  Perkins.  In  addition  to 
an  annual  seminar  for  Latin  American  profes- 
sionals and  the  weekly  visitors  who  observe 
our  programs  and  learn  from  our  staff,  Perkins 
sponsors  the  Educational  Leadership  Program 
for  professionals  to  study  and  train  at  Perkins  for 
one  year.  It  is  only  with 
a  little  sadness  that  we 
say  good-bye  to  last 
years  graduating  class 
from  Bulgaria,  Estonia, 
India,  Kenya,  Nigeria, 
Portugal,  and  Slovakia, 
for  we  have  enormous 
pride  in  the  work  they 
will  do  for  deafblind 
and  multihandicapped 
blind  children  around 
the  globe. 
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Memorial  &  Honorary  Gifts 


Honor  a  friend  or  family  member 
through  the  Tribute  Program  at 
Perkins.  Gifts  made  "in  memory" 
commemorate  the  life  of  a  loved 
one  who  has  passed  away,  while 
a  gift  made  "in  honor"  celebrates  a 
special  occasion  such  as  a  birthday, 
graduation,  anniversary,  or  other 
important  event. 


A  moving  testimonial  to  a  friend  or 
loved  one,  tribute  gifts  support  the 
important  programs  at  Perkins  and 
make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  our 
bUnd,  deafblind  and  multihandi- 
capped  blind  students. 

After  we  receive  your  tribute,  we 
send  a  letter  to  the  bereaved  family 
or  the  person  being  honored  to 


inform  them  of  your  kindness.  We 
also  send  you  a  note  to  thank  you 
for  your  generosity.  The  amoimt  of 
your  gift  is  always  kept  confidential. 
All  gifts  are  tax-deductible. 

We  are  often  asked  what  amount 
should  be  sent  for  a  memorial  or  in 
honor  gift.  A  good  rule  of  thumb  is 
to  send  what  you  would  spend  on 
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The  Perkins  Endowment 


Terkins  School  for  the  BHnd  provides  an  opportunity  for  generous 
and  caring  individuals  to  help  the  multihandicapped  children  and 
adults  who  benefit  from  our  programs  and  services.  The  gifts  and 
bequests  of  Perkins  friends  make  it  possible  for  the  school  to  sustain  the 
excellent  quality  of  services  that  has  been  the  Perkins  hallmark  for  more 
than  one  hundred  and  seventy  years. 

While  a  few  foundations  and  government  grants  enable  Perkins  to 
initiate  new  programs,  the  consistent  support  of  donors  makes  it 
possible  for  us  to  continue  our  academic,  residential,  and  home-based 
programs  for  the  many  students  in  our  care. 

If  you  wish  to  make  Perkins  School  the  recipient  of  a  personal  bequest, 
the  following  form  may  be  used: 


I  hereby  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind,  a  corporation  duly  organized  and  existing  under 
the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 

dollars  ($ ),  the  same  to  be  applied 

to  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  said  corporation  under  the 
direction  of  its  Board  of  Trustees;  and  I  do  hereby  direct  that  the 
receipt  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  said  corporation 
shall  be  sufficient  discharge  to  my  executors  for  the  same. 
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Bequest  donors  automatically  become 
members  of  the  Thomas  H.  Perkins  Society. 

Such  a  notice  may  be  sent  to: 

Ursula  Turano,  Director  of  Planned  Gifts 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  MA  02472 


flowers.  Many  gifts  range  from 
$15  to  $100  or  more.  But,  the  only 
"right"  amount  is  the  one  your  heart 
tells  you  to  send. 

To  make  a  tribute  gift,  please 
send  your  check  to:  Perkins  School 
for  the  Blind,  175  North  Beacon 
Street,  Watertovm,  MA  02472 
Attn:  Development  Office, 


Tribute  Program.  Or,  call 

(617)  972-7328  to  make  a  donation 

with  your  MasterCard  or  VISA. 

Please  be  sure  to  include  the  fuU 
name  and  address  of  the  person  to 
whom  you  wish  us  to  acknowledge 
your  gift. 


PHOTO  AT  LEFT 

Walter  Kurth  and  staff 
member,  Stephen  Hitzrot, 
outside  Lower  School. 
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Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 


Perkins  School  for  the 
BUnd  was  incorporated 
March  2,  1829.  The  school  is 
an  accredited  member  of  the  New  England 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  and 
the  National  Association  of  Independent 
Schools.  It  is  licensed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education  and  Mental 
Retardation  and  by  the  Commonwealth's 
Office  of  Child  Care  Services. 


The  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  admits 
students  of  any  race,  color,  creed,  national 
and  ethnic  origin  to  all  the  rights,  privileges, 
programs,  and  activities  generally  accorded 
or  made  available  to  students  at  the  school. 
It  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race, 
color,  creed,  national  or  ethnic  origin  in  the 
administration  of  its  educational  policies, 
scholarship,  and  athletic  and  other  school- 
administrated  programs. 


Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  MA  02472 

Tel:  617.924.3434 
Fax:  617.926.2027 
www.perkins.pvt.kl2.ma.us 

Editors:  Robert  Guthrie 
Kimberly  Emrick 
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Message  from  the  Director 


Pi.ea.se  JOIN  us 

AND    D  I  S  f :  O  V  E  R 

the  breadth 

of  recent 

activities  at 

Perkins. 


Cover:  Will  Harris,  a 
student  in  Perkins  Deafhlind 
Program,  works  in  the  old 
greenhouse  with  Vocational 
Teacher,  Carolyn  Fertig. 


r   /n  this  issue  of  The  Lantern,  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  learn  more  about 
v_^  a  number  of  exciting  activities  organized  by  our  students  and  staff. 

We  are  very  proud  of  our  wide  range  of  programs  and  services  for  young  children, 
those  who  are  school  aged  and,  in  our  newest  program,  for  those  who  are  elderly. 

All  of  us  at  Perkins  are  also  very  pleased  with  our  new  and  very  special  affiliation 
with  Maria  Runyan,  the  Olympic  Champion  and  trained  teacher  of  the  deafblind. 

We  are  also  proud  and  grateful  for  our  long-standing  and  productive 
relationship  with  the  Thomas  Anthony  Pappas  Charitable  Foundation  and  the  Bessie 
Pappas  Charitable  Foundation.  For  almost  twenty  years,  they  have  provided  our 
students  with  the  opportunity  to  explore  horticulture  therapy  as  an  avocation  and  a 
vocation.  Their  recent  generosity  will  result  in  construction  on  our  campus  of  a  new 
greenhouse  and  classroom  building  which  will  expand  horticultural  therapy  programs 
for  preschool  aged  children  and  elders,  as  well  as  for  students  in  our  Lower  School, 
Secondary  and  Deafblind  Programs. 

The  Trustees  of  Perkins  and  all  of  our 
students  and  staff  join  me  in  thanking  the 
members  of  the  Pappas  family  for  their  on-going 
support  and  generosity. 


Kevin }.  Lessard,  Director 
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Taking  Care  of  Our  Children 


Taking  Care  of  Ourselves 

18th  annual  seminar  for  families 
of  children  with  visual  handicaps 
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ver  360  mothers,  fathers,  grandparents  and  professionals  flocked  to 
Perkins  on  a  beautiful  April  Saturday  to  attend  one  of  the  longest  running 
conferences  for  families  with  young  children  with  visual  handicaps. 


Babies  in  strollers,  toddlers  holding  the  arms  of  parents,  and  running  children 
up  to  age  seven  began  the  day  by  going  to  daycare  on  campus,  where  they  played  in 
the  Preschool  facilities  inside  or  on  the  specially  adapted  playground  outside. 

Parents,  grandparents  and  professionals  attended  seminars  varying  from 
"Introduction  to  Braille  for  Parents  of  Future  Braille  Readers,"  to  "Adaptive  Physical 
Education  and  Sports,"  to  "Daily  Living  Skills:  Helping  My  Child  Learn  Dressing  and 
Toileting  Skills."  A  panel  of  adolescents  who  were  visually  handicapped  shared  their 
ideas  on  friendship  and  social  life  in  elementary  through  high  schools.  Grandparents 
and  professionals  attended  support  groups.  Especially  valuable  was  the  opportunity 
for  parents,  who  are  often  isolated,  to  attend  support  groups  with  other  parents  who 
have  children  with  similar  visual  conditions. 


Because  blindness  and 
severe  low  vision  are  low- 
incidence  conditions, 
parents  often  do  not  know 
other  families  with  blind 
children  until  connecting 
through  Perkins. 


"I  want  to  extend  our  heartfelt 

thank  you  for  a  wonderful 

educational  day  at 

(s*;i     Perkins  School  for  the  Blind... 

The  information  we  obtained 

and  the  people  we  met  made 

the  long  trip  worthwhile" 


■  Peggy  Fink,  Seaford,  NY 
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Perkins  provided 
daycare  for  over 

100  children  with 
visual  handicaps 

and  their  siblings. 


Simulating  eye  conditions 

helps  parents  understand 

how  their  children 

experience  the  world. 


Keys  to  Independence 

Elder  Learning  Center 


Z'  '  "'/    \  erkins  Elder  Learning  Center  has  been  helping 
A— ^  people  over  the  age  of  60  learn  skills  to  maintain 
v_>X  their  independence  and  to  live  to  the  fullest. 

Cooking  classes,  birdwatching(and  listening),  museum  trips, 
guest  speakers  on  services  for  the  blind  as  well  as  memoir 
writing,  and  simply  spending  time  with  friends  have  enriched 
the  lives  of  people  who  all  too  often  become  isolated  as  they  age. 

Some  of  the  participants  have  been  blind  much  of  their  lives, 
but  most  are  newly  blind  due  to  age-related  vision  problems. 
All  participants — from  a  woman  learning  how  to  label  her 
kitchen  and  to  use  a  microwave  or  a  crockpot  for  cooking,  to 
a  man  thrilled  to  be  part  of  a  book  group  for  the  first  time — 
cherish  their  time  at  Perkins. 

Age-related  vision  loss  is  the  most  common  cause  of  blindness, 
and  the  elderly  account  for  over  70%  of  the  people  who  are 
blind  in  Massachusetts.  Perkins  is  grateful  to  the  Ida  Ballou 
Littlefield  Foundation,  which  has  enabled  Perkins  to  open 
the  Elder  Learning  Center,  and  we  look  forward  to  continue 
reaching  out  to  elders. 


Joure  isolated 


when  you  lose  sight. 

Nothing  hut  wild 

horses  could  keep  me 

from  coming  here 

every  week." 


-  Francis 


Wre  all  here  for  one  purpose 
the  Perkins  family" 
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"Before  when  I  went  to  other  low  vision 
clinics,  all  I  heard  was  what  was  wrong. 


"Hive  in  a 

home  with  aged 

people.  Perkins 

center  has  opened 

a  new  world 

for  me" 

-  Marjorie 


Perkins  has  given  me  a  new  life." 


Making  Connections 


Strengthening  Services  ForDeafblind  Children 
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(     /  n  Russia,  the  major  programs  that  support  education 
^^^^    for  children  who  are  deafblind  have  historically  had 
little  opportunity  to  get  to  know  one  another  or  to 
network,  due  to  geographic  and  financial  obstacles. 


Moscow's  Open  Institute  of  Special  Education  prepares 
teachers  of  the  blind  and  multihandicapped  blind,  and  offers 
support  to  Moscow's  public  school  children.  The  Deafblind 
Children's  Home  in  Sergiev  Posad  is  the  only  residential 
school  for  deafblind  children  in  Russia.  In  St.  Petersburg, 
Raoul  Wallenberg  International  University  prepares  teachers 
of  blind  children  but  does  not  offer  courses  for  students  who 
may  wish  to  teach  deafblind  children.  Also  in  St.  Petersburg, 
the  State  Consulting  and  Education  Center  for  Visually 
Impaired  Children  has  begun  to  work  with  deafblind  and 
multihandicapped  blind  children,  and  requests  assistance  to 
start  an  education  program. 

To  help  these  organizations  learn  more  about  one  another  and 
address  concerns  facing  educational  services  for  deafblind 
children,  the  Hilton/Perkins  Program  is  sponsoring  a 
seminar  in  Russia  to  facilitate  dialogue  and  problem  solving, 
and  to  discuss  future  plans  for  collaboration,  including  the 
possible  formation  of  an  all-Russia  professional  organiza- 
tion of  people  concerned  with  deafblind  education. 

The  Hilton/Perkins  Program  lays  the  foundation 
for  professionals  to  come  together  and  develop  what 
is  best  for  children  in  their  own  areas  of  the  world. 
It  is  a  model  that  has  strengthened  and  expanded 
services  to  thousands  of  deafblind  and  multihandi- 
capped blind  children  in  over  50  developing  countries 
around  the  world. 
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Networks  of  parent  groups  in 

Latin  America,  established  with  help 

from  the  Hilton/Perkins  Program,  are 

helping  governments  throughout  the 

continent  understand  the  necessity  of 

educating  children  who  are  deafblind 

and  multihandicapped. 


Hilton/Perkins  staff  brought  together 

over  30  teachers  and  administrators 

of  children  who  are  deafblind  and 

multihandicapped  blind  for  a 

planning  meeting  to  establish  India's 

first  professional  network  of  service 

providers — one  of  their  first  tasks 

has  been  to  develop  and 

implement  training. 


In  March,  Hilton/Perkins  staff  helped 

sponsor  South  Africa's  first-ever 

conference  for  educators  of  the 

deafblind.  Over  70  professionals 

and  parents  discussed  expanding 

services  and  opening  two  new 

schools  for  deafblind  students. 


Maria  Runyan  as 
Perkins  Ambassador 


/■  T"^"i  It  >arla  Runyan,  Olympic  runner  and  inspiration  to  everyone  who  values 
ill       personal  achievement,  has  become  the  first  official  Ambassador  for  Perkins 
^-^  JL  \^     School  for  the  Blind.  Being  diagnosed  with  Stargardt's  disease,  a  form  of 
macular  degeneration,  at  age  9  has  never  slowed  Maria  down.  She  finished  8th  in  the 
women's  1,500  meter  run  at  the  Sydney  Olympics,  has  recently  set  a  new  American 
indoor  5,000  meter  record,  earned  a  Master's  degree  of  Education  of  Deafblind  Children 
in  a  HUton/Perkins-sponsored  graduate  program,  and  her  autobiography,  "No  Finish 
Line:  My  Life  as  I  See  It"  will  be  published  this  fall. 

"Maria  embodies  possibility,"  noted  Perkins  Director  Kevin  Lessard.  "Her  extraordinary 
achievements,  commitment  to  success  and  passion  for  all  that  she  undertakes  make 
her  a  dynamic  representative  for  Perkins.  We  are  extremely  pleased  that  she  will  be  our 
first  Ambassador." 


"We  dont know  what 

is  and  isn't  possible. 

That's  not  something  that 

we  should  even  spend  time 

trying  to  predict.  The  only 

way  we're  going  to  answer 

these  questions  is 

to  go  out  there 

and  try  it" 

-   MARLA   RUNYAN 
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"Obviously  my  blindness  has  made 

me  persevere  and  be  strong-willed 

to  perceive  each  test  as  a  major 

challenge  to  be  conquered.  It  just 

became  a  part  of  who  I  am." 


-  Marla  RUNYAN 
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Reflections 


Perkins    people    and    happenings    on    and    off    campus 


Music  in  the  Air 

Perkins  Upper  School  Chorus  joined  The 
Revels,  Inc.  performers  in  a  musical  celebration 
of  Boston's  great  waves  of  immigration. 
Traditional  songs,  dances  and  folktales  from 
Ireland,  Italy  and  Eastern  Europe  rang  through 
the  Hoyife  Building  for  the  enraptured  audience 
of  Perkins  students,  staff  and  area  residents. 
All  in  costume,  Perkins  chorus  members  and 
Revels  performers  sang  side-by-side  and  arm- 
in-arm.  We  hope  this  is  the  beginning  of  a 
melodious  relationship. 
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Nev\^  Balance  Style 

Twelve  young  wrestlers       '  ^^^^ 
demonstrated  their  skill  as  well  as 
new  athletic  shoes  at  a  wrestling 
exhibition  and  pep  rally  thanks  to 
New  Balance  Shoes,  Inc.  The  shoes 
were  donated  to  Perkins  as  part  of 
the  New  Balance  philanthropic 
community  support  program. 
The  snappy  new  shoes  allowed  the 
Perkins  team  to  compete  in  style, 
to  look  even  more  like  a  team,  and 
to  brim  with  spirit.  Like  all  kids, 
students  at  Perkins  School  for  the 
Blind  enjoy  looking  good. 


Talking  ATM's,  Major 
Athletes  and  Inspiration 

Fleet  Bank  chose  Perkins  as  the  place  to 
announce  the  introduction  of  talking 
ATM  machines,  which  enable  people  who 
are  blind  to  access  their  bank  accounts 
privately  with  headphones.  Olympic  runner, 
Maria  Runyan,  and  US  Ski  Team  member, 
Rob  Walsh  -  both  athletes  who  are  visually 
handicapped  themselves  -  not  only  spoke 
at  the  press  conference  overflowing  with 
photographers,  reporters  and  television 
cameras,  but  also  gave  inspirational  speeches 
to  Perkins  students  before  the  event.  Members 
of  the  Perkins  track  team  had  a  chance  to  talk 
individually  with  the  star  athletes  at  a  special 
breakfast.  The  morning  was  a  true  celebration 
of  accessibility,  achievement  and  inspiration. 
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Waterto>vn  Wilds 

Lower  School  Boy  Scouts 
went  to  bed  to  the  sound 
of  owls  and  awoke  to  the 
warmth  of  the  sun  through 
their  tents...  all  on  Perkins 
campus.  Scouts  set  up  tents 
on  the  field  between  Lower 
School  and  the  Howe 
Building  where  they  learned 
about  camping  equipment, 
discussed  environmental 
friendliness  and  even 
created  a  simple  raccoon 
trap.  Scouts  hope  to  answer 
the  call  of  the  wild  yet  again 
next  fall. 


Their  Names  in  Lights 

Spring  vacation  was  an  opportunity  for 
mainstreamed  junior  high  and  high  school 
students,  who  are  visually  handicapped 
and  often  do  not  get  the  chance  to 
participate  in  school  plays,  to  learn  about 
theater  and  to  act  at  Perkins  Outreach 
Theater  Camp.  About  fifteen  boys  and 
girls  stayed  on  Perkins  campus,  learned 
about  stage  direction,  lighting,  diction,  and 
working  as  a  team  as  they  produced  two 
shows,  The  Ballad  of  Ellis  Halkand  Schuur 
Allure.  The  inspiration  for  the  two  shows, 
Perkins  alumnus  EUis  Hall  and  Elaine 
Schuur,  are  famous  musicians  who 
overcame  obstacles  to  reach  their  goals. 
Having  produced  two  successful  shows, 
students  return  to  their  schools  with 
knowledge,  skills  and  a  heightened  sense  of 
what  they  can  do. 
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Perkins  at  the 
Chestnut  Hill  Mall 

Mark  your  calendar  for  October  for 

tfie  first  ever  Perkins  Arts  Festival  at  the 

Chestnut  Hill  Mall.  Student  artwork,  musical 

performances,  and  special  receptions  will  make 

for  an  enriching  month  for  shoppers  and  for 

students  who  are  excited  to  sh 

talents  with  the  general  public 

Please  join  us  this  fall  at  the 

Chestnut  Hill  Mall,  Route  9 

Chestnut  Hill,  MA 


The  Youngest 
Anne  Sullivan 


Many  students  contact  Perkins  for  information 
about  Helen  Keller  and  Anne  Sullivan.  One  young 
girl,  Meghan  Robinson  from  Michigan,  was  so 
enthusiastic,  she  not  only  wrote  a  26  page  report 
and  passed  out  braUle  cards  to  her  classmates, 
she  helped  her  grandmother  make  a  costume 
and  posed  as  Anne  SuUivan,  with  her  sister  as 
Helen  Keller. 

"Thank  you  again  for  being 
a  part  of  my  project.  I'm  so 
lucky  to  be  able  to  see  and  hear, 
but  if  I  ever  meet  someone  who 
is  blind,  I  will  tell  them  all 
about  Perkins!' 

—  Meghan  Robinson,  age  8 
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Haiku  from  Students  in  Perkins  Secondary  Program 

Pride  Dentist  Appointment        Dancing 


Receiving  A+ 

Graduating  from  High  School 

Doing  a  favor 

-  Kiely  Holden 


Mouth  stretched  open  wide 
Hearing  the  loud  drill  buzzing 
Very  stressful  time 
-  John  Meere 


Feeling  energy 
I  can  dance  to  my  CD's 
Move  to  the  rhythm 
-  Kate  Spencer 
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Perkins  Horticulture  Center 

Capital    Campaign 


^*-y       ~\  e  are  pleased  to  announce  plans  for  a  new  Perkins 
/  f  J  J  greenhouse  that  will  double  the  number  of  students 
VJCX    benefiting  from  horticultural  therapy.  The  youngest 
children  and  students  in  wheelchairs,  who  could  not  easily  access 
the  current  greenhouse,  will  be  able  to  develop  skills,  scientific 
knowledge,  and  a  heightened  sense  of  accomplishment. 

Perkins  horticulture  therapy  has  been  a  national  model  for  20 
years.  Benefits  to  students  are  psychological,  social,  cognitive 
and  physical.  Some  students  find  deep  satisfaction  in  tending  to 
a  small  corner  of  a  world  that  often  feels  beyond  their  control. 
Others  with  physical  limitations  might  develop  hand  skills  or  master 
adaptive  equipment,  such  as  a  scoop  for  a  boy  with  motor  control 
of  only  his  head  due  to  cerebral  palsy.  Many  have  even  used  their 
new  skQls  in  part-time  job  placements  at  commercial  greenhouses 
and  garden  centers. 

Everyone  at  Perkins  is  grateful  to  the  Thomas  Anthony  Pappas 
Charitable  Foundation  and  the  Bessie  Pappas  Charitable 
Foundation  for  long  supporting  our  greenhouse  and  horticulture 
program.  We  especially  thank  the  family  for  their  recent 
$800,000  gift,  bringing  us  closer  to  the  $2  million  needed  for 
the  new  greenhouse. 

Thank  you  to  everyone  who  is  helping  Perkins  students  grow 
to  their  fullest  potential. 

Features  of  the  new  greenhouse,  to  be  completed  2002: 

a  three  separate  classrooms 

□  resource  library 

a  therapeutic  pool  and  fountain 

□  herb/sensory  garden 

□  courtyard 

□  production  area  for  producing  plant  crafts 

□  individual  gardening  plots 
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If  you  would  like  to  help  support  the 
new  greenhouse,  please  call  the 
Development  Office  at  617-972-7328. 
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In  Gratitude 


Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  gratefully 
acknowledges  the  many  gifts  made  in 
memory  of  Virginia  Ward  Cabot.  Mrs. 
Cabot's  long  relationship  as  a  member  of 
the  Corporation  at  Perkins  is  appreciated 
by  Perkins  students  and  all  who  knew 
her  and  all  who  have  followed  in  her 
footsteps.  We  thank  the  following  donors 
who  gave  so  generously  in  her  memory. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  L.  Abramson 
Mrs.  Catherine  C.  Allard 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Anderson 
Applicator  and  Coating  Consultants,  Inc. 
Associated  Industries  of  Massachusetts 


Mr.  William  H.Battersby  III 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Beard 

Benesch,  Friedlander,  Coplan 
&AronoffLLP 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Benevento 

Mr.  James  Bildner 

Mr.  George  Blagden 

Mr.HenriJ.  Bourneuf 

Mrs.  Anne  Bryant 

Mr.  John  W.  Bryant 

Ms.CarrieP.Busch 

Mr.  John  G.  Cabot 

Ms.  Elizabeth  E.  Cagney 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  R.  Carlson 

Ms.  Mary  Clapp 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.B.  Cutler 

Ms.  Edith  Dabney  ■ 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Dow,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  Doyle 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  Estes 

Fiduciary  Trust  Co. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Fitzgerald 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Gould 

Mrs.  John  Hand 

Ms.MaryM.  Haskins 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  D.  Helwing 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall  Jarvis 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jon  C.  Kinnard 

Ms.  Phyllis  F.Leland 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  M.  Lindsay 


The  Hilton/Perkins  Program  is 
expanding  educational  options  in 
local  communities  in  Argentina 
and  much  of  Latin  America. 


The  Perkins  Endowment 
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(  /)  erkins  School  for  the  Blind  provides  an  opportunity  for  generous 
^  and  caring  individuals  to  help  the  multihandicapped  children 
and  adults  who  benefit  from  our  programs  and  services.  The  gifts  and 
bequests  of  Perkins  friends  make  it  possible  for  the  school  to  sustain  the 
excellent  quality  of  services  that  has  been  the  Perkins  hallmark  for  more 
than  one  hundred  and  seventy  years. 

While  a  few  foundations  and  government  grants  enable  Perkins  to 
initiate  new  programs,  the  consistent  support  of  donors  makes  it 
possible  for  us  to  continue  our  academic,  residential,  and  home-based 
programs  for  the  many  students  in  our  care. 

If  you  wish  to  make  Perkins  School  the  recipient  of  a  personal  bequest, 
the  following  form  may  be  used: 


I  hereby  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind,  a  corporation  duly  organized  and  existing  under 
the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 

dollars  ($ ),  the  same  to  be  applied 

to  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  said  corporation  under  the 
direction  of  its  Board  of  Trustees;  and  I  do  hereby  direct  that  the 
receipt  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  said  corporation 
shall  be  sufficient  discharge  to  my  executors  for  the  same. 

Bequest  donors  automatically  become  members  of  the  Thomas  H. 
Perkins  Society. 

Such  a  notice  may  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  corporation  as  follows: 

The  Planned  Giving  Office 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  Massachusetts  02472 
617-972-7284 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neil  MacKenna 

Mr.  William  F.  McGonigle 

Mr.  and  Mrs. William  Miles,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  H.Miller  III 

Mrs.  Edith  M.  Montgomeiy 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jeffrey  Morgenstern 

National  Paint  &  Coatings  Association 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.G.Nichols,  Jr. 

North  Shore  P.R.N.,  Inc. 

PeORudman  Trust  Co. 

Plasticolors,  Inc. 

Mrs.  Rosalind  Rideout 

Ms.  Rebecca  T.  Roy 

Mr.  G.  Neal  Ryland 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Schutz 


Mr.  Wesley  Slate 

Mrs.  Austin  Smithwick 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  T.  P.  Storer,  Jr. 

Sullivan  &  Worcester  LLP 

Ms.  Susan  W.  Thorne 

United  Steel  Workers  of  America 

Ms.  Diana  G.  Ward 

Ms.  Jessica  D.  Warren 

Mr.  Fred  Webster 

Mr.  David  and  Mrs.  Elayne  K.  Weener 

Mr.  Thomas  Whitney 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  Wickham,  Jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  P.  Wise 
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Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 


Perkins  School  for  the 
BUnd  was  incorporated 
March  2,  1829.  The  school  is 
an  accredited  member  of  the  New  England 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  and 
the  National  Association  of  Independent 
Schools.  It  is  licensed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education  and  Mental 
Retardation  and  by  the  Commonwealth's 
Office  of  Child  Care  Services. 


The  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  admits 
students  of  any  race,  color,  creed,  national 
and  ethnic  origin  to  all  the  rights,  privileges, 
programs,  and  activities  generally  accorded 
or  made  available  to  students  at  the  school. 
It  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race, 
color,  creed,  national  or  ethnic  origin  in  the 
administration  of  its  educational  policies, 
scholarship,  and  athletic  and  other  school- 
administrated  programs. 


Address 

Service 

Requested 


Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  MA  02472 

Tel:  617.924.3434 
Fax:  617.926.2027 
www.perkins.pvt.kl2.ma.us 

Editor:  Robert  Guthrie 
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he  school  year  2001-2002  represents  173  years  of  service,  in  that 
Perkins  was  chartered  by  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  in  1829. 


Over  the  course  of  many  years,  the  staff  at  Perkins  have  always  expanded 
and  enhanced  services  in  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  society  at  many 
different  points  in  time. 

The  era  we  currently  live  in  presents  us  with  diverse  and  far  more  complex 
needs  and  chaUenges  than  at  any  other  time  in  our  school's  history. 

In  this  issue  of  The  Lantern^  we  have  been  able  to  prepare  for  you  a  brief 
overview  of  some  of  our  on-campus  programs,  as  weO  as  a  number  of 
our  off-campus  and  overseas  initiatives. 

All  of  us  at  Perkins  are  proud  of  our  history  and  our  ability  to  respond 
to  the  needs  of  individuals  who  are  blind,  multihandicapped  blind  and 
deafblind.  We  are  also  proud  of  our 
commitment  to  parents  and  families. 


Kevin  J.  Lessard,  Director 


Cover:  Preschool  student 
Omarjomaa  with  music 
therapist  Jill  Buchanan. 
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An  International 
Celebration  of  Empowerment 


Sharing  Dreams  and  Visions  for  Children 
and  Young  Adults  Who  Are  Deajblind 


^'"     y  he  past  decade  has  been  the  dawn  of  hope  for  parents  of  children  in  Latin  America  who  are 
/  deafblind.  In  1989  when  the  Hilton/Perkins  Program  began  reaching  out  to  Latin  America, 

's ^  there  were  only  four  schools  for  deafblind  children,  no  formal  training  for  teachers,  no 

government  support,  and  scarce  international  funding. 

Today  because  of  the  Hilton/Perkins  Program  there  are  23  schools  in  15  countries,  four  university 
programs  training  teachers  to  work  with  children  who  are  deafblind,  six  formal  parent  organizations, 
many  other  less  formal  parent  groups,  and  published  books,  materials  and  resources  in  Spanish. 

August  2nd  -  4th,  2001,  therefore,  was  a  time  of  celebration  when  30  parents  representing  parent 
organizations  from  13  Latin  American  countries  for  the  first  time  joined  US  parents  at  an  annual 
national  conference  to  share  stories,  information  and  success. 

"We  all  want  the  same  thing  for  our  children,"  said  Joe  McNulty,  Director  of  the  Helen  Keller  National 
Center  in  New  York,  addressing  the  Latin  and  North  American  parents  at  opening  remarks. 

continued  on  page  6 


Proud  parents  from  the  United  States,  Latin  America  and  even 
the  South  Pacific  island  of  Yap  displayed  pictures  of  their 
children  who  are  deafblind  and  their  inspiration. 


"I  want  to  thank  everyone  here 

forgiving  us  a  lot  of  energy  to 

go  back  and  work  hard  for 

children  with  deafblindness." 

-  HELEN    BONiLLA,   GUATEMALA,   WHO 

ADOPTED  A  HOMELESS   DEAFBLIND 

BOY,    LOCATED  SIX  OTHER   PARENTS 

AND  FOUNDED  THE   FIRST  PROGRAM 

FOR   DEAFBLIND  CHILDREN    IN 

GUATEMALA 
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Latin  American  and 
US  Representatives 
from  parent  groups 
were  thrilled  to  gather 
SO  much  new  informa- 
tion to  bring  bock  to 
their  homes. 


A  squadron  of  English,  Spanish  and  sign  language 
interpreters  made  the  information  accessible  to 
everyone. 


"One  of  the  most 

important  things  we  have 

learned  is  that  it  is  impossible 

to  work  alone." 

-Carlos  Picasso  Cazon.  Argentina. 

who  with  his  wife,  alicia  rosaz,  and 

inspired  by  their  daughter,  founded 

a  school  for  deafblind  children 


The  three  days  were  filled  with  lectures, 
small  workshops  for  parents  of  children  with 
similar  types  of  deafblindness  or  of  similar 
ages,  and  dreaming  and  problem  solving. 


continued  from  page  4 


"We  all  want  our  children  to  have  safe,  happy  and  full  lives."  With  the  help  of  Spanish  translators, 
parents  with  headphones,  English  translators  on  stage,  and  tactile  sign  language  interpreters  in 
the  audience...  in  large  lectures  and  in  small  groups...  parents  worked  together  on  strategies  for 
helping  their  children,  and  all  deafblind  children  and  young  adults,  grow  to  their  greatest 
happiness  and  independence. 

The  joy  of  the  Latin  American  participants  sponsored  by  the  Hilton/Perkins  Program  to  attend 
the  conference  was  more  than  tangible.  It  could  be  heard  in  the  spontaneous  burst  of  songs  in 
Spanish,  felt  in  the  floor  vibrating  during  conga  lines  (more  than  once),  and  seen  on  their  faces. 
The  Pan-American  sharing  of  dreams  was  —  just  as  are  the  expansion  of  services  in  Latin 
America  —  a  huge  success. 

The  conference  was  sponsored  by;  National  Technical  Assistance  Consortium  for  Children  and  Young  Adults 
Who  Are  Deafblind  (NT AC);  National  Family  Association  for  Deaf-Blind  (NFADB);  The  Hilton/Perkins 
Program  of  the  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind;  and  Foundation  ONCE  Latin  America,  Madrid,  Spain 
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"I  hope  that  the  love  and  light  that  brought 

us  here  will  guide  us  in  the  future  and 

that  soon  we  will  get  together  again 

with  lots  of  good  news  to  share" 

-OLGO  LEON,  Spain  (originally  from  Veneuzela),  whose 

12-YEAR-OLD  DAUGHTER  STUDIES  AT  AN  ONCE  PROGRAM 


Fine   Art 


Fe  sti val 


Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  and 
The  Mall  at  Chestnut  Hill 

October  ioth  -  November  ioth 

^k^   tudents  at  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
^^       I  concentrate  on  what  they  can  do,  not  on 

^ ^  what  they  can't.  One  of  the  many  things 

they  can  do  is  create  art.  They  use  their  sense  of  touch, 
visual  memory,  residual  vision,  and  hearing.  They 
paint,  sing,  sculpt,  write. . .  Perkins  students  embody 
the  art  of  the  possible. 

Perkins  Fine  Arts  Festival,  held  at  The  Mall  at 
Chestnut  Hill,  is  the  first  time  Perkins  students 
from  Preschoolers  to  high  school  seniors  have  had 
the  chance  to  share  the  full  range  of  their  artistic 
talents  v^^ith  the  general  public. 

For  this  entire  month,  October  10th  to  November 
10th,  paintings  and  ceramics  are  displayed  at  the 
Mall.  Huge  quilts  by  elementary  school  aged  students 
hang  from  the  ceilings.  Singers  and  pianists  perform 
on  the  weekends.  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  is 
grateful  to  The  Mall  at  Chestnut  Hill  for  helping  our 
students  share  their  abilities,  and  the  students  are 
looking  forward  to  this  chance  to  shine. 

We  cordially  invite  everyone  to  come  by  The  Mall 
at  Chestnut  Hill  and  join  the  celebration. 


Music  Program      Art  Program 


Friday,  October  12,  7:00pm  Sat 

Cydnie  Wren  Breazeale-Davis,  Art 

Graduate  and  Pianist  Per 

Saturday,  October  13, 1:00  ^" 

Yegue  Badigue,  Piano  Soloist 

Sunday,  October  14 , 1.00 
Daniel  Nordin,  Piano  Soloist 

Friday,  October  19, 5:00  pm 

Musical  Improvisations 

Friday,  October  19,  7:00  pm 
Solo  Vocal  Performances 

Saturday,  October  20, 1:00 

Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  Chorus 

Sunday,  October  21, 1:00 

Musical  Presentation  by  Perkins 
Preschool  Students 

Friday,  October  26,  7:00  pm 

Ana  Maria  Silva,  Graduate  and 
Vocal  Soloist 

Saturday,  October  27, 1:00 

Piano  perforniances 

Sunday,  October  28, 1.00 

Performances  by  Suzuki  Piano  Students 

Friday,  November  2,  7:00  pm 

Music  Makers,  A  Singing  Ensemble 

Sunday,  November  4, 1:00 

Perkins  Handbell  Ensemble 

Tuesday,  November  6,  7:00 

Musical  Presentation  by  Lower 
School  Students 

Friday,  November  9,  7:30pm 

Kyung  Choi,  Graduate  and  Pianist 


Saturday,  October  13&27, 1:00 

Art  Demonstration:  Come  meet 
Perkins  students  discussing  and 
demonstrating  their  art. 


^ 


7  like  music  and  painting 
to  word  sounds." 


*    ■^   ^    .  '  -•      \. 

*  -^  *■    ■*  t    -WW  J. 


"Mfl«y  o/f/ie  co/or5  in  my  work, 
even  though  I  can't  see  them, 
represent  some  of  my  feelings." 


•■ 
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Perkins  In  The  Press 


The  New  York  Times  and  The  Watertown  Tab 


f^   y\  avid  Del  Poio's  photography  has  again  brought  Peri<;ins  into  the  homes  of  many. 

X  I  During  the  past  few  years,  his  photographs  of  Perkins  have  appeared  in  The 
\^_^^  Watertown  Tab,  and  we  were  thrilled  that  last  spring  the  newspaper  published 
a  beautiful  picture  from  Perkins  Senior  Prom. 

On  July  1, 2001,  The  New  York  Times  Magazine,  circulation  over  3,000,000,  dedicated  an  entire 
page  to  another  one  of  David's  Del  Poio's  photographs  of  Perkins  Prom  and  to  quotes  from 
two  Perkins  students,  Jessie  Kremidas  and  Nate  Peterkin,  and  a  guest. 

The  New  York  Times,  The  Watertown  Tab  and  David  Del  Poio  have  done  much  for  helping  the 
public  better  understand  the  dignity  and  individuality  of  students  at  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 


As  seen  in  The  New  York  Times  Magazine 
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As  seen  in  The  Waterfown  Tab 


"The  dance  floor  was  crowded. 

Everybody  bumped  into 

everyone.  I  made  my  friends 

bump  into  people  —  Ifs  a  great 

way  to  meet  people" 


-Jessie  Kremidas  (Center,  photo  at  left) 

AS  reported  by  Catherine  Saint  Louis 

OF  THE  New  York  Times  Magazine 
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Robert  Walsh  and  C.  Richardson  Carlson 

"Every  day  there  will  he 
challenges  and  obstacles  to 
overcome,  hut  if  you  expend 

all  your  energy  focusing 
on  these,  you  will  be 

merely  surviving  rather 


than  thriving" 


-  Robert  Walsh 


Graduation 

2001 


[        /   J  obert  Walsh,  US  ski  team  member  and  paralympian, 
Xf^and  winner  of  international  gold,  silver  and  bronze 
V — ^    \j  medals,  delivered  the  commencement  address  at  gradua- 
tion for  20  students  from  Perkins  Secondary  and  Deafblind  Programs. 

Walsh  emphasized  the  importance  of  contributing  to  society  and, 
talking  about  some  of  the  doors  that  his  blindness  has  opened  for 
him  in  regard  to  skiing,  to  the  ability  to  view  a  handicap  as  an  asset 
and  to  seek  out  opportunities. 

Graduates,  parents,  teachers,  friends...  everyone  celebrated  the 
dream  of  graduation,  and  the  ability  to  thrive. 
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Graduating  Class  of  2001 


James  Michael  Covel 
Hanson,  MA 

Irma  Milogros  Diaz 
Hyde  Park,  MA 

Jeremy  Dwayne  Finson 
Charleston,  ME 

Elizabeth  Anne  Marguerite 

Gannon 
Braintree,  MA 


Sarah  Anne  Horning 
Fishers  Island,  NY 

Bernadette  Elizabeth  Joseph 
Elmira,  NY 

Amy  Kingsbury 
Dorchester,  MA 

Gabrielle  Jackie  Lobossiere 
Brooklyn,  NY 


Daniel  Gok  Yu  Lepore 
North  Salem,  NY 

Iris  Janet  Lopez 
Hyde  Park,  MA 

John  A.  Meere  III 
Boxford,  MA 

Gary  Charles  Moulton 
Ashland,  NH 

Mario  Oliveira 
Dorchester,  MA 


Nathan  Peterkin 
Woodbury,  CT 

Crystal  Faith  Sarro 
Maiden,  MA 

Keri-Ann  Shubert 
South  Carver,  MA 

Jared  Taylor 
Glocester,  Rl 

Melissa  Ann  Tracy 
Springfield,  MA 


Reflections 


Perkins    people    and    happenings    on    and    off    campus 


River  of  Dreams 

The  sun,  the  wind,  gentle  splashes,  strong  arms 
and  legs,  and  the  feeling  of  gliding  over  smooth 
water  is  how  four  high  school-aged  girls  from 
the  Secondary  Program  may  remember  their 
springs  and  autumns  at  Perkins.  Community 
Rowing  waived  all  fees,  provided  volunteer 
trainers,  rowing  machines,  then  a  barge  and, 
after  much  training,  a  two  person  shell  in 
order  to  teach  these  girls  the  art  of  crew. 
The  opportunity  to  row  on  the  Charles  River 
past  Perkins  campus  has  been  a  weekly 
highlight  for  these  students.  Thank  you  to 
everyone  who  has  made  it  a  reality. 


Perkins  Greenhouse 
Capital  Campaign 

Since  announcing  the  Capital  Campaign  for 
the  new  Perkins  Greenhouse  last  spring  with 
a  lead  gift  from  the  Thomas  Anthony  Pappas 
Charitable  Foundation  and  the  Bessie  Pappas 
Charitable  Foundation,  we  have  received  gifts 
and  pledges  of  over  $1  million.  We  are  thankful 
to  all  the  many  donors  who  have  contributed 
to  this  campaign. 

In  addition  to  the  generosity  of  our  many 
donors,  we  are  particularly  grateful  to  Vito 
Bertolino  who  has  made  a  major  gift  in  memory 
of  his  wife,  Dorothy  Bertolino;  the  trustees  of 
the  Frederick  A.  Bailey  Trust;  a  Corporation 
member  of  Perkins;  and  an  anonymous  donor. 

With  additional  funds  to  raise,  the  Campaign 
will  continue  through  the  fall  and  winter.  We 
expect  to  break  ground  for  the  Greenhouse 
this  autumn. 
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Perkin's  Spokesperson 

Jaimi  Lard  graduated  from  the  Deafblind 
Program  at  Perkins  School  for  the  Bhnd, 
worked  for  years  at  Brigham  and  Women's 
Hospital,  testified  before  Congress  about  the 
importance  of  special  education,  served  as 
president  of  a  local  organization  of  people 
who  are  deafblind,  and  was  Grand  Marshal 
of  the  Helen  Keller  festival  in  Tuscumbia, 
Alabama.  Jaimi  has  been  the  Perkins 
spokesperson  for  over  a  year. 

"I  enjoy  telling  my  story.  I  like  showing  people 
that  a  woman  who's  deafblind  can  lead  a  successful 
and  independent  life, "  says  Jaimi  about  her  job 
of  talking  to  business,  church,  and  school  groups. 
"I  love  meeting  people. " 


Jaimi  speaks  through  a  tactile  sign  language 
interpreter,  is  available  for  day  and  evening 
talks,  and  would  love  to  hear  from  you. 

Jaimi  Lard 

lardj@perkins.pvt.kl2.ma.us 
TTY:  617-972-7477 
Voice:  617-972-7478 


Volunteering  at  Perkins 

If  you  are  interested  in  joining  the  300  people 
regularly  volunteering  at  Perkins  —  from 
helping  the  youngest  children  in  the  Infant/ 
Toddler  Program  to  those  receiving  our  services 
for  elders,  or  any  program,  office  or  library  in 
between  —  please  feel  free  to  contact: 

Mike  Cataruzolo 
Volunteer  Coordinator 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
Watertown,  MA  02472 
617-972-7224 


New  Logo 

Perkins  is  a  dynamic  place  that  has  grown 
well  beyond  our  Watertown  campus.  Perkins 
staff  help  over  500  babies  and  their  parents 
in  homes,  give  rehabilitation  training  to 
newly  blind  elders  in  their  residences,  teach 
mainstreamed  blind  students  in  public  schools 
across  Massachusetts...  We  have  offices  in 
Argentina  and  Thailand,  Brailler  assembly 
plants  in  Brazil,  India  and  South  Africa...  We 
help  schools  for  deafblind  children  and  parent 
organizations  in  over  50  developing  countries 
in  Africa,  Asia,  the  Caribbean,  Eastern  Europe 
and  Latin  America,  and  in  Russia... 

During  this  school  year,  we  are  pleased  to 
introduce  the  new  logo.  The  product  of  much 
research,  the  new  logo  evokes  the  letter  P  for 
Perkins,  an  eye,  an  orbiting  globe,  and  even  a 
heart.  It  is  a  symbol  of  the  reach  of  Perkins,  a 
constantly  evolving  agency  reaching  so  many 
people  not  just  in  Watertown,  but  throughout 
Massachusetts  and  the  world. 


Perkins  Fine 

Arts  Festival  at 

The  Mall  at  Chestnut  Hill 

October  10th  -  November  10th 

Student  artwork  and  musical 

performances  will  make  for  an  enriching 

month  for  shoppers  and  Perkins 

students  who  are  excited  to  share 

their  talents  with  the 

general  public. 


Welcome  Back! 

Perkins  is  buzzing  with  the  start  of  the 
new  school  year.  Paths  are  filled  with 
children  walking  with  canes  and  in 
wheelchairs,  and  corridors  resound 
with  laughter.  In  addition  to  everyone 
Perkins  helps  in  the  community  and 
around  the  globe,  we  are  thrilled  to 
welcome  200  students  back  to  school. 
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Honor  a  friend  or  family  member 
through  the  Tribute  Program  at 
Perkins.  Gifts  made  "in  memory" 
commemorate  the  life  of  a  loved 
one  who  has  passed  away,  while 
a  gift  made  "in  honor"  celebrates  a 
special  occasion  such  as  a  birthday, 
graduation,  anniversary,  or  other 
important  event. 


A  moving  testimonial  to  a  friend  or 
loved  one,  tribute  gifts  support  the 
important  programs  at  Perkins  and 
make  a  difference  in  the  Uves  of  our 
blind,  deafblind  and  multihandi- 
capped  blind  students. 

After  we  receive  your  tribute,  we 
send  a  letter  to  the  bereaved  family 
or  the  person  being  honored  to 


inform  them  of  your  kindness.  We 
also  send  you  a  note  to  thank  you 
for  your  generosity.  The  amount  of 
your  gift  is  always  kept  confidential. 
All  gifts  are  tax-deductible. 

We  are  often  asked  what  amount 
should  be  sent  for  a  memorial  or  in 
honor  gift.  A  good  rule  of  thumb  is 
to  send  what  you  would  spend 


The  Perkins  Endowment 


(  V)  erkins  School  for  the  Blind  provides  an  opportunity  for  generous 
^  and  caring  individuals  to  help  the  multihandicapped  children 
and  adults  who  benefit  from  our  programs  and  services.  The  gifts  and 
bequests  of  Perkins  friends  make  it  possible  for  the  school  to  sustain  the 
excellent  quality  of  services  that  has  been  the  Perkins  hallmark  for  more 
than  one  hundred  and  seventy  years. 

While  a  few  foundations  and  government  grants  enable  Perkins  to 
initiate  new  programs,  the  consistent  support  of  donors  makes  it 
possible  for  us  to  continue  our  academic,  residential,  and  home-based 
programs  for  the  many  students  in  our  care. 

If  you  wish  to  make  Perkins  School  the  recipient  of  a  personal  bequest, 
the  following  form  may  be  used: 


I  hereby  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind,  a  corporation  duly  organized  and  existing  under 
the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 

dollars  ($ ),  the  same  to  be  applied 

to  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  said  corporation  under  the 
direction  of  its  Board  of  Trustees;  and  I  do  hereby  direct  that  the 
receipt  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  said  corporation 
shall  be  sufficient  discharge  to  my  executors  for  the  same. 


Bequest  donors  automatically  become  members  of  the 
Thomas  H.  Perkins  Society. 

Such  a  notice  maybe  sent  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  corporation  as  follows: 

The  Planned  Giving  Office 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  Massachusetts  02472 
617-972-7284 


\^ 


on  flowers.  Many  gifts  range  from 
$50  to  $500  or  more.  But,  the  only 
"right"  amount  is  the  one  your  heart 
tells  you  to  send. 

To  make  a  tribute  gift,  please 
send  your  check  to:  Perkins  School 
for  the  Blind,  175  North  Beacon 
Street,  Watertown,  MA  02472 
Attn:  Development  Office, 


Tribute  Program.  Or,  call 

(617)  972-7328  to  make  a  donation 

with  your  MasterCard  or  VISA. 

Please  be  sure  to  include  the  fuU 
name  and  address  of  the  person  to 
whom  you  wish  us  to  acknowledge 
your  gift. 


Photo  credits: 

Chris  Bendey,  2;  David  Del  Poio, 
3  (3rd  from  top),  10-11;  John 
Kennard,  cover,  3  (2nd  from 
top,  2nd  from  bottom),  8-9, 12- 
13,15,17-19;  Barbara  Leone,  3 
(bottom),  14;  Richard  Paterson, 
3  (top),  4-7, 16. 
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Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 


Perkins  School  for  the 
BHnd  was  incorporated 
March  2,  1829.  The  school  is 
an  accredited  member  of  the  New  England 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  and 
the  National  Association  of  Independent 
Schools.  It  is  licensed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education  and  Mental 
Retardation  and  by  the  Commonwealth's 
Office  of  Child  Care  Services. 


The  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  admits 
students  of  any  race,  color,  creed,  national 
and  ethnic  origin  to  all  the  rights,  privileges, 
programs,  and  activities  generally  accorded 
or  made  available  to  students  at  the  school. 
It  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race, 
color,  creed,  national  or  ethnic  origin  in  the 
administration  of  its  educational  policies, 
scholarship,  and  athletic  and  other  school- 
administrated  programs. 


Address 

Service 

Requested 


Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  MA  02472 

Tel:  617.924.3434 
Fax:  617.926.2027 
www.perkins.org 
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Message  from  the  Director 
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n  this  issue  of  The  Lantern,  we  are  proud  to  highlight  a  number 
of  new  developments  at  Perkins. 


Perkins  has  long  been  a  worldwide  leader  in  the  education  of  blind,  deaf- 
blind  and  multihandicapped  children.  In  this  spirit,  we  are  especially 
pleased  to  announce  the  launch  of  our  new  Web  site.  We  also  bring 
you  news  from  China  where  the  Hilton/Perkins  Program  is  helping  to 
introduce  services  to  preschoolers  who  are  blind  and  to  children  who 
are  multihandicapped  blind. 

We  are  also  proud  of  our  on-campus  students  for  their  innovative  and 
far-reaching  responses  to  September  1 1th. 

As  always,  I  would  like  to  recognize  all  members  of  the  Perkins  family  — 
students,  parents,  staff,  volunteers, 
and  donors.  Our  work  is  a  reflection 
of  all  of  you. 


Kevin  J.  Lessard,  Director 


Cover:  Deafblind  Program 
student  Monica  Garcia  at 
an  all-campus  field  day  with 
teacher  Angela  Muscetta- 
Smith  and  Occupational 
Therapist  Rene  Allen. 
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Perkins  Braille  and 
Talking  Book  Library 


Mystery  Authors '  Brunch 


Robert  Parker 


"Access  to  the  printed  word  opens 
so  many  pathways  to  us.  Whether 

we  read  with  our  eyes, 

with  our  ears,  or  with  our  fingers, 

I  can  think  of  nothing  more 

beneficial  or  enjoyable." 


f  yn  Tuesday,  April  30,  over  225  patrons  of  Perkins  Braille  and 

V^^r    Talking  Book  Library,  members  of  the  general  public  and  Perkins  students 
ate  a  simple  brunch  while  three  renowned  mystery  writers  spoke  about  the  importance 
of  reading  for  everyone.  Robert  Parker,  Michael  Palmer  and  BarbaraNeely  also 
answered  questions  and  later  autographed  books.  In  this  time  of  decreased  funding 
for  our  library,  it  was  heartening  to  come  together  and  reflect  on  the  importance  of 
library  services  for  everyone. 


-  Dean  Denniston, 
Perkins  Braille  and  Talki 
Library  patron 


"Citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  who  are  blind  or  visually 
handicapped  have  the  same  rights  as  all  citizens.  And  one  of  those  inalienable  rights 
is  the  freedom  to  access  library  services...  Access  to  reading  materials  creates 
equality  and  opportunity  to  compete  successfully  at  school  and  in  employment." 
Kevin  J.  Lessard,  Director,  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 

"Day  in  and  day  out  I  talk  with  patrons  of  Perkins  Braille  and  Talking  Book 
Library  who  depend  on  its  services  for  leisure  reading,  for  educational  efforts, 
professional  growth,  personal  information  and  community  involvement." 
Kim  Charlson,  Director,  Perkins  Braille  and  Talking  Book  Library. 


Michael  Palmer 


BarbaraNeely 


"My  first  reading  experiences  were  aural.  My  father  used  to  read  to  me  when  I 
was  a  small  boy.  Right  after  supper  in  the  wing  chair,  he  would  read  to  me  books 
a  little  older  than  I  was."  Robert  B.  Parker,  author  of  the  Spenser  and  Jesse  Stone 
novels,  including  Widow's  Walk,  released  this  month. 


"One  of  the  great  heroes  in  my  life  is  my  sister's  husband,  Clyde,  who  is  blind... 
All  that  he  has  done  with  his  life  and  his  handicap  is  to  go  to  law  school,  make  it 
through  with  honors,  ride  a  bicycle  by  himself  across  the  country.  It's  a  joy  to  come 
here  because  I  do  know  how  much  reading  means  to  Clyde."  Michael  Palmer,  author 
of  nine  New  York  Times  best-selling  medical  thrillers  and  his  new  novel  Fatal. 


"All  of  US  are  in  some  ways  invisible 

to  the  larger  society.  So  I  decided 

to  use  this  hook  to  demonstrate  what 

a  powerful  tool  that  invisibility  is  — 

because  while  nobody  looks  at  you, 

you  are  seeing  and  hearing 

EVERYTHING." 

—  BarbaraNeely,  author  of  the 
BLANCHE  White  mystery  novels 


Three  famous  mystery  writers  entertained  patrons  of  Perkins  Braille  and 
Talking  Book  Library,  the  general  public  and  Perkins  students. 


New  Schools  in  China 


A  partnership  between  Perkins  and  the  Chinese  Government 


^^^  ^^  hina,  the  country  with  the  single  largest  blind  population  in  the 

^^^^^^^^^  world,  has  had  no  preschool  for  blind  children  nor  programs  for 
multihandicapped  blind  children  until  a  recent  collaboration  between  Perkins  and  the  Chinese 
government.  This  is  a  significant  development,  for  early  intervention  is  one  of  the  highest 
indicators  of  later  success  for  people  who  are  blind.  Also,  in  the  past  children  in  China  with 
multiple  disabilities  were  often  put  in  orphanages  and  received  no  formal  education. 

After  four  years  of  planning  with  the  Hilton/Perkins  Program,  six  schools  for  the  blind  are 
now  serving  as  model  sites  for  China's  first  preschool.  The  schools,  which  were  previously 
restricted  to  blind  or  visually  handicapped  kids  only,  also  are  hosting  the  first  programs  for 
multihandicapped  blind  students. 

The  Chinese  host  schools  are  large,  well-established  schools  with  excellent  teachers,  many 
who  have  taken  part  in  training  programs  led  by  Perkins  teachers.  Launched  in  the  fall  2001, 
the  pilot  programs  will  last  three  years,  at  which  time  the  Chinese  government  hopes  to  use 
these  as  models  for  sixty  additional  schools  throughout  China.  It  is  a  brighter  day  in  one  corner 
of  the  world  for  children  who  are  blind  or  multihandicapped  blind. 


This  is  the  first  time  blind  preschoolers 
and  multihandicapped  blind  children 
have  received  services  in  China. 
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Some  of  the  teachers  in  China's  new 
programs  have  studied  at  Perkins. 
Perkins  staff  have  trained  other  teachers 
in  China  itself. 


CHINA 


O  New  Projects 


Chengdu O 


Beijing  O 
Qingdao  p 

^^Shanghai 
fHangzhouCTj 
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Guangzhou 


China  has  the  largest  blind 
population  in  the  v/orld. 


An  additional  60  schools  throughout 
China  have  been  targeted  to  introduce 
services  for  preschool  blind  and  multi- 
handicapped  blind  children. 
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Cares 


5K  Run  Around  Boston  Common 


jdst  after  September  11th,  Luis  Marquez,  a  high-school 
aged  student  in  Perkins  Secondary  Program,  was  heard 
saying  that  he  didn't  usually  mind  being  blind,  but  now 
he  did  because  he  couldn't  join  the  military  to  help  the  United 
States.  But  Luis  quickly  turned  those  feelings  into  action.  He 
decided  to  run  a  5K  race  around  Boston  Common  to  raise  money 
for  families  of  local  U.S.  Reserves  who  had  been  deployed  on 
homeland  defense.  He  also  wanted  to  attract  media  attention, 
because  he  wanted  the  general  public  to  know  that  blind  people, 
too,  could  help  the  country. 

Luis'  run  was  a  huge  success.  He  ran  Boston  Common  with 
members  of  the  Reserves,  was  interviewed  on  television  and  the 
radio,  and  raised  over  $600  to  the  Reserves'  Family  Fund. 
Afterward,  New  England  Reserves'  highest  ranking  General 
presented  Luis  with  a  special  award. 

Other  Perkins  students  got  into  the  spirit  as  well  —  Deafblind 
Program,  Lower  School  and  Secondary  Program  students  created 
an  American  Flag  of  red,  white  and  blue  handprints  and  the 
words:  Perkins  Cares,  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  says  thank  you. 
The  banner  now  flies  on  the  U.S.S.  Carl  Vinson,  an  aircraft  carrier 
in  the  Arabian  Sea. 
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"I  wanted  to  do  something 
to  help  my  country. " 


"He  has  found  a  way  to  do  his  part  to 

contribute  to  what's  going  on  in  the 

country.  He  should  be  commended  for  it." 
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Perkins  Announces  New  Web  Site 


After  two  years  of  development,  we  are  pleased  to  announce  the  launch  of 
our  new  Web  site.  The  site  is  content-rich  and  accessible.  Information  is 
i  available  on  our  current  services  as  well  as  our  history,  and  testimonials 
bring  the  Perkins  experience  to  life. 

Valuable  input  came  from  representatives  from  Perkins  programs  and  an  accessibility 
committee  (comprised  of  staff,  outside  professionals  and  alumni  who  are  either 
blind,  have  low  vision  or  are  sighted).  Web  liaisons  from  the  programs  will 
continually  contribute  updates  to  this  ever-evolving  site. 

For  people  who  are  blind,  the  layout  is  easy  for  speech  translation  systems  and  does 
not  require  that  a  visitor  go  to  an  alternative  text-only  site.  Photographs  contain 
written  descriptions.  People  with  low  vision  can  choose  the  font  size  and  color 
combination  of  print  that  best  facilitate  their  reading  and  can  enlarge  the  pictures. 
For  sighted  people,  the  layout  and  photos  capture  the  feeling  of  Perkins. 

We  are  excited  to  bring  a  more  comprehensive  portrait  of 
Perkins  to  web  users  around  the  world. 
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To  learn  about  volunteering, 
employment  or  any  of  the 
programs  and  services  at 
Perkins,  please  visit  our  new 
Web  site  www.Perkins.org 
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Welcome  to  Perkins  new  Web  site.  Please  visit.  LearnJn 
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Perkins 


You  are  on  the  Home  Page. 
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OVERVIEW 


VVhat's  New?  About  Us  Helen  Keller  About  this  Site 


3ER\1CES  ard  SUPPORT 


Students  International  Programs  Parents  Elders  Outreach  Professional 


Howe  Press  /  Perkins  Brailler  Publications  Braille  and  Talking  Book  Library 


Perkins  Forum 

IN\'TDLVEMENT 

Employment  Financial  Support  Volunteer  Contact  Us 
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Enter  Keyv/ords 


175  NortL  Ueaoou  Street 
Walenon-n,  Massacluisetts  0247 
ran  617-926-2027 
Phone  617-924-2A24 
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"TKe  Perkins  Web  site  is  for  everyone  —  not  just  particularly  for  people  who 

are  blind,  or  have  low  vision  or  are  sighted,  it's  for  people  in  offices 

with  the  most  updated  technology  and  for  people  in  places  like 

Ghana  where  they  might  have  older  computers  but  still 

have  a  need  for  information..." 

—  KIMBERLY  EMRICK  KITTREDGE,  PERKINS  WEB  MASTER 


nore  about  Perkins.  And  have  fun.   wv^w.Perkins.org 
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Reflections 


Perkins    people    and    happenings    on    and    off    campus 


For  the  Team 

As  do  high  school  kids  everywhere, 
many  Perkins  students  love  team 
sports  —  the  camaraderie,  the  thrill  of 
competition,  the  satisfaction  of  honing 
a  skill,  the  pride  of  wearing  a  uniform... 
The  season  can  be  marked  by  sports. 
Fall  is  swimming  and  rowing;  winter 
wrestling,  skiing  and  cheerleading; 
spring  goal  ball,  rowing  and  track.  One 
of  the  most  popular  days  for  athletes, 
cheerleaders  and  spectators  is  Perkins 
annual  students  and  staff  goal  ball 
tournament.  Designed  for  people  who 
are  blind,  goal  ball  is  similar  to  soccer, 
but  is  played  inside  on  the  floor.  Athletes 
feel  their  position  marked  by  raised  tape 
and  listen  for  a  ball  with  a  bell.  Players 
wear  blindfolds.  This  year,  as  every  year, 
Perkins  staff  were  the  only  ones  who 
experienced  the  agony  of  defeat. 


Music  and  Mingling 

Over  60  students  from  high  schools  for 
the  blind  in  Maryland,  North  Carolina 
Philadelphia  and  West  Virginia  carried 
musical  instruments  and  choir  costumes  to 
Perkins  for  a  combined  gala  concert.  The 
culmination  of  months  of  practice  at  their 
home  schools,  the  event  was  a  chance 
for  kids  to  share  their  talents  and  make  new 
friends.  The  concert  and  reception  were  open 
to  the  public.  The  dance  was  private  and 
thundered  with  a  different  kind  of  music. 
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Spreading  the  Word 

Conferences  are  a  huge  part  of  life  at  Perkins. 
Staff  travel  the  country  and  the  world  as 
speakers,  lecturers  and  organizers.  We  host 
scores  of  conferences  at  Perkins  as  well. 
Recently,  Dr.  Sharon  Bradley-Johnson  and 
Dr.  Sandra  Morgan  were  invited  to  Perkins 
to  run  a  workshop  on  assessing  children  with 
low-incidence  disabilities.  Both  are  highly 
regarded  in  their  fields  and  offered  two 
invaluable  days  of  information  in  another 
dynamic  conference  season.  Perkins  is  proud 
to  be  an  important  part  of  enriching  the 
community  of  service  providers. 


'■'Mil    ■  . 
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Welcoming  Totem 

Lindsey  Giblin  from  Boston's  private 
Commonwealth  School  spent  a  month  with 
students  in  the  Deafblind  Program.  After 
observing  classes,  talking  with  teachers  and 
learning  some  sign  language,  Lindsey  began 
a  crafts  project  —  creating  a  totem  pole. 
Every  classroom  worked  on  one  section  that 
represented  a  specific  means  of  communication 
such  as  sign  language,  pictures,  or  tactile 
symbols.  The  final  product  stretches  almost 
10  feet  tall  from  a  base  of  Astroturf  with 
plastic  daisies  and  welcomes  everyone  to  the 
second  floor  of  the  Hilton  Building. 
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Good  Times 

This  winter  Perkins  Deafblind  Program 
sponsored  a  reunion  for  staff  who  worked 
in  the  1960's  and  70's.  Over  60  people 
reconnected  with  past  colleagues  and  friends. 
They  reminisced,  watched  a  Perkins  video  from 
that  era  and  poured  over  old  photographs. 
But  it  was  not  "long-time-no-see"  for  everyone 
—  for  many  are  active  experts  in  the  field  in 
deafblindness  and  quite  a  few  still  bring  their 
expertise  daily  to  Perkins  as  staff  members. 
Those  were  —  and  are  —  the  days. 


Winning  Words 

Perkins  first  official  ambassador,  Olympic 
runner  Maria  Runyan,  was  the  keynote  speaker 
at  Perkins  annual  conference  for  parents  of 
infants,  toddlers  and  preschoolers  who  are  blind 
or  have  low  vision.  An  affable  woman  with  an 
inspiring  personality  and  story,  Maria  helped 
the  crowd  of  over  360  family  members  laugh 
and  see  the  potential  of  their  children.  Maria, 
who  began  losing  her  sight  as  a  child,  who  has 
earned  a  masters  degree  and  who  has  run  in  the 
Olympics,  embodies  that  potential. 


A  Birthday  Celebration 
for  Everyone 

The  invitations  for  Miranda  Kotidis' 
7th  birthday  party  sparkled  with 
pictures  of  bright  balloons,  party  hats, 
smiley  faces  and  photos  of  the  indoor 
playground  where  she  and  her  guests 
would  bounce,  chmb,  play  and  sing 
"Happy  Birthday."  The  invitations  also 
announced  that  instead  of  presents, 
Miranda,  who  had  learned  through  the 
Girl  Scouts  how  charities  help  people, 
would  have  a  collection  for  charities 
she  selected.  Perkins  is  proud  to  have 
been  one  of  those  charities.  Miranda,  thank  you 
for  including,  in  your  special  way,  Perkins 
students  at  your  birthday  party. 


1965 


1973 


1975 
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In  the  Spirit 

Charles  Dickens  was  so  moved  during  his  \dsit  to 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  in  1842  that  he  wrote 
about  Perkins  in  his  book,  "American  Notes," 
which  was  later  read  by  Helen  Keller's  mother  as 
she  searched  for  help  for  her  daughter.  The  spirit 
of  Charles  Dickens  brought  Helen  to  Perkins, 
and  Helen  Keller,  through  her  writing  and 
achievements,  continues  to  inspire  so  many. 
Last  Christmastime,  Perkins  students  were  moved 
by  a  man  with  great  spirit  and  a  link  to  the  past 
—  Gerald  Dickens,  the  great-great  grandson  of 
Charles  Dickens. 


1977 


An  accomplished  actor  and  director,  Gerald 
Dickens  recreates  his  great-great  grandfather's 
"A  Christmas  Carol"  every  year  throughout 
Great  Britain,  Canada  and  the  United  States 
(including  Boston's  prestigious  Shubert 
Theatre).  About  100  Perkins  students  and 
staff  crowded  our  chapel  to  hear  Bob  Cratchet, 
Ebenezer  Scrooge,  some  ghosts  and  Tiny  Tim. 
Mr.  Dickens  was  riveting  and  sent  the 
audience  into  peals  of  laughter,  stunned 
silence  and  uproarious  applause. 
Gerald  Dickens  brought  the  spirit  of 
Charles  Dickens  back  to  Perkins. 
The  faces  of  Perkins  enraptured 
audience  brought  students'  spirit 
to  the  younger  Mr.  Dickens. 


Helen  Keller/ Anne  Sullivan  Circle 


"Sure  the  world  is  full  of  trouble,  but  as  long  as  we  have  people 
undoing  trouble,  we  have  a  pretty  good  world." 


-  HliLiiiN  IsiLLL 
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he  Perkins  family  is  made  up  of  so  many  compassionate  people  who  donate 
funds  to  help  our  students  and  clients  reach  beyond  expectations.  The  Helen 
Keller/ Anne  Sullivan  Circle  is  a  special  group  who  have  donated  leadership  gifts 
to  the  general  support  of  Perkins.  We  thank  every  donor  to  Perkins  for  his  or  her  interest 
and  support.  We  also  would  like  to  celebrate  a  few  members  of  the  Helen  Keller/ Anne 
Sullivan  Circle  who  help  make  the  magic  of  Perkins  possible. 


The  Perkins  family  is  made  up  of  so  many  concerned  and  compassionate  people. 


When  Peter  Kauf  mann,  brother  of  Carla 
Lynton  (a  long-time  volunteer  in  Perkins 
Deafblind  Program)  celebrated  a  recent 
milestone  birthday,  he  suggested  that  instead 
of  gifts,  friends  and  family  could  contribute 
financially  to  Perkins  in  memory  of  her 
husband,  Ernest.  He  even  matched  every 
donation.  Over  $33,000  has  arrived  from  all 
over  Europe  and  America.  Happy  Birthday! 
And  thank  you! 

For  many  years,  Ellen  BrovN^n  annually 
contributed  $10  to  Perkins  —  until  the  year 
she  attended  a  concert  of  Perkins  students 
performing  in  our  handbell  choir.  She  then 
increased  her  donation  to  $10,000.  Mrs.  Brown 
has  been  in  a  handbell  choir  for  years  and 
understood  the  challenges  that  every  student 
faces.  "Perkins  is  great,"  said  Mrs.  Brown  who 
has  given  at  that  generous  level  for  the  past  three 
years.  "I  know  my  gift  will  be  used  well." 

George  Lucas,  a  retired  local  postal  clerk, 
wrote  a  $25  check  annually  to  Perkins  for  over 
20  years.  An  Air  Force  veteran,  and  "a  quiet 
gentleman  who  invested  wisely  and  spent 
frugally,"  he  left  a  $25,000  bequest  to  Perkins 
upon  his  death.  We  are  especially  grateful  to 
Mr.  Lucas  and  to  so  many  others  like  him  who 
have  remembered  Perkins  in  their  wills. 
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This  photograph  of  orientation  and  mobility  training  in 
Perl^ins  Outreach  Program  appeared  in  Perkins  2001 
Annual  Report.  For  copies  of  the  Annual  Report,  please 
contact  Perkins  Public  Relations  Office,  (617)  972-7335. 


Memorial  Sc  Honorary  Gifts 


Honor  a  friend  or  family  member 
through  the  Tribute  Program  at 
Perkins.  Gifts  made  "in  memory" 
commemorate  the  Ufe  of  a  loved 
one  who  has  passed  away,  while 
a  gift  made  "in  honor"  celebrates  a 
special  occasion  such  as  a  birthday, 
graduation,  anniversary,  or  other 
important  event. 


A  moving  testimonial  to  a  friend  or 
loved  one,  tribute  gifts  support  the 
important  programs  at  Perkins  and 
make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  our 
blind,  deafblind  and  multihandi- 
capped  blind  students. 

After  we  receive  your  tribute,  we 
send  a  letter  to  the  bereaved  family 
or  the  person  being  honored  to 


inform  them  of  your  kindness.  We 
also  send  you  a  note  to  thank  you 
for  your  generosity.  The  amount  of 
your  gift  is  always  kept  confidential. 
All  gifts  are  tax-deductible. 

We  are  often  asked  what  amount 
should  be  sent  for  a  memorial  or  in 
honor  gift.  A  good  nde  of  thumb  is 
to  send  what  you  would  spend 


The  Perkins  Endowment 
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C  /)  erkins  School  for  the  Blind  provides  an  opportunity  for  generous 
^^y        and  caring  individuals  to  help  the  blind  and  multihandicapped 
children  and  adults  who  benefit  from  our  programs  and  services.  The  gifts 
and  bequests  of  Perkins  friends  make  it  possible  for  the  school  to  sustain  the 
excellent  quality  of  services  that  has  been  the  Perkins  hallmark  for  more  than 
one  hundred  and  seventy  years. 

While  a  few  foundations  and  government  grants  enable  Perkins  to 
initiate  new  programs,  the  consistent  support  of  donors  makes  it  possible 
for  us  to  continue  our  academic,  residential,  and  home-based  programs 
for  the  many  students  in  our  care. 

If  you  wish  to  make  Perkins  School  the  recipient  of  a  personal  bequest, 
the  following  form  may  be  used: 


I  hereby  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind,  a  corporation  duly  organized  and  existing  under 
the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 

dollars  ($ ),  the  same  to  be  applied 

to  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  said  corporation  under  the 
direction  of  its  Board  of  Trustees;  and  I  do  hereby  direct  that 
the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  said  corporation 
shall  be  sufficient  discharge  to  my  executors  for  the  same. 


Bequest  donors  automatically  become  members  of  the 
Thomas  H.  Perkins  Society. 

Such  a  notice  may  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  corporation  as  follows: 

The  Planned  Giving  Office 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  Massachusetts  02472 
617-972-7284 
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on  flowers.  Many  gifts  range  from 
$50  to  $500  or  more.  But,  the  only 
"right"  amount  is  the  one  your  heart 
tells  you  to  send. 

To  make  a  tribute  gift,  please 
send  your  check  to:  Perkins  School 
for  the  Blind,  175  North  Beacon 
Street,  Watertown,  MA  02472 
Attn:  Development  Office, 


Tribute  Program.  Or,  call 

(617)  972-7328  to  make  a  donation 

with  your  MasterCard  or  VISA. 

Please  be  sure  to  include  the  full 
name  and  address  of  the  person  to 
whom  you  wish  us  to  acknowledge 
your  gift. 


Photo  credits: 
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Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 


Perkins  School  for  the 
BUnd  was  incorporated 
March  2,  1829.  The  school  is 
an  accredited  member  of  the  New  England 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  and 
the  National  Association  of  Independent 
Schools.  It  is  licensed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education  and  Mental 
Retardation  and  by  the  Commonwealth's 
Office  of  Child  Care  Services. 


The  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  admits 
students  of  any  race,  color,  creed,  national 
and  ethnic  origin  to  aU  the  rights,  privileges, 
programs,  and  activities  generally  accorded 
or  made  available  to  students  at  the  school. 
It  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race, 
color,  creed,  national  or  ethnic  origin  in  the 
administration  of  its  educational  policies, 
scholarship,  and  athletic  and  other  school- 
administrated  programs. 


Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  MA  02472 

Tel:  617.924.3434 
Fax:  617.926.2027 
www.perkins.org 
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Cover:  Tina  Gonzalez 
enjoys  the  outdoors 
at  the  Deafilind 
Program  5  Olympics. 


Message  from  the  Director 

/""T  Jerkins  School  for  the  Blind  is  a  source  of  inspiration  for  people  around 
^>^  the  world.  We  are  the  oldest  school  for  the  Wind  in  the  United  States,  and  the  first 
organization  to  bring  services  to  deafblind  children  in  developing  countries.  We  have 
long  been  considered  the  teacher  of  teachers. 

This  issue  of  The  Lantern  brings  news  from  Latin  America  where  we  have  helped 
establish  some  of  the  first  training  programs  for  teachers  of  children  who  are  blind  or 
deaflblind,  from  our  Lower  School  Program  where  we  design  and  create  adaptive 
equipment  for  our  students,  and  from  our  Preschool  Program  where  we  are  helping  the 
youngest  children  begin  their  journey  toward  independence. 

In  all  of  this  news,  as  in  all  of  Perkins  programs  and  services,  you  can  see  the  work 
that  inspires  so  many  professionals  around  the  world. 

It  is  with  mixed  emotions  that  I  conclude  this  Message  from  the  Director.  As  many 
of  you  may  know,  I  will  retire  at  the  end  of  December  as  Director  after  18  years  and  a 
career  at  Perkins  that  began  in  1968.  I  look  forward  to  working  with  my  successor, 
Steven  Rothstein,  during  our  transition  and  to  helping  Perkins  on  other  special  projects. 
Of  course,  I  also  look  forward  to  spending  more  time  with  my  family  and  friends. 

I  am  grateful  for  my  tenure  at  Perkins.  The  work  of  our  staff  and  students  has 
always  inspired  me,  as  has  the  commitment  of  all 
members  of  the  Perkins  family.  I  am  happy  to  have 
done  my  part  for  this  incredible  school.  Thank  you 
for  all  you  have  contributed  to  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind. 


Kevin  J.  Lessard,  Director 
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Graduating  Class  of  2002 


Elissa  Marie  Beaton 

Emily  Danielle  Hutchins 

Foxboro,  MA 

Manomet,  MA 

Sarah  Ashley  Bemis 

Pamela  Marie 

Middleboro,  MA 

Kalinoski 

Devin  Christian 

Maiden,  MA 

Boekenkroeger 
LynnField,  MA 

April  Liberty 
Whitinsville,  MA 

Shana  Lee  Bruner 

Sylvie  Montoni 

Enosburg  Falls,  VT 

South  Hamilton,  MA 

Brendan  John 
Cosgrove 
Niskayuna,  NY 

Kelsey  Paup 
Bridgeport,  CT 

Erica  Anne  Reichel 

Kevin  F.  Cote 

Quincy,  MA 

Pepperell,  AAA 

Luis  Armando 

Jeremy  Delage 
Auburn,  MA 

Marquez  Rodriguez 
Lov^ell,  MA 

Kristen  Nicole  Fontoni 

Katie  Sv/ift 

Rockland,  MA 

Auburn,  MA 

Eric  Tihem  Turner 

Quincy,  AAA 

Graduation 
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j  hen  members  of  the  Perkins  class  of  2002  were  asked  who  they  wanted 
to  speak  at  graduation,  one  person  was  the  resounding  response — 
Kevin  Lessard,  Perkins  Director.  He  knows  every  student,  says  hello 
in  the  hall  and  often  invites  them  into  his  office  to  talk  and  for  a  good  laugh. 


It  was  with  great  sadness  that  Perkins  students  learned  that  Mr.  Lessard  would 
be  retiring  after  18  years  as  Perkins  Director.  But  it  was  with  greater  affection 
that  everybody  stood,  clapped,  hollered,  or  shook  their  hands  in  the  air  for  sign 
language  applause  during  Mr.  Lessard's  graduation  speech  to  the  class  of  2002. 

"You  will  always  be  in  our  hearts," 
said  Mr.  Lessard  about  students  after 
graduation.  The  same  can  be  said  by  the 
Perkins  community  for  Mr.  Lessard 
after  his  retirement. 


Perkins'  New  President 

Steven  M.  Rothstein 
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e  are  pleased  to  announce  that  on  January  1, 
2003,  Steven  M.  Rothstein  becomes  the 
ninth  head  of  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 


"Steven  possesses  a  unique  set  of  qualities  and 
experiences  we  believe  closely  match  the  needs  of 
Perkins  as  we  enter  the  21st  century,"  said  C.  Richard 
Carlson,  board  chairman. 

Mr.  Rothstein  has  the  advantage  of  a  broad 
experience  in  human  services  and  community  programs. 
He  was  a  co-founder  of  Citizens  Energy  Corporation, 
a  non-profit  organization  that  provided  $35  million 
in  energy  and  medical  benefits  to  low  income  citizens 
nationally  and  internationally.  He  has  an  MBA 
from  Northeastern  University,  and  was  Assistant 
Commissioner  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Mental  Retardation.  Mr.  Rothstein's  commitment  to 
serving  Perkins  mission  at  home  and  abroad  is  enriched 
by  his  understanding  of  the  interlocking  roles  of  private 
organizations,  government  agencies  and  charitable 
organizations.  He  has  served  on  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education  and  a  variety  of 
local  and  regional  education  organizations. 

Steven  Rothstein  was  raised  in  Brookline, 
Massachusetts  and  resides  there  with  his  wife  Susan, 
an  administrative  law  judge,  and  their  two  children, 
Galen  and  Isaac. 

The  entire  Perkins  family  is  looking  forward  to 
the  new  year  with  Steven  Rothstein. 
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''Perkins  provides 

outstanding  services  to  the 

community  and  beyond. 

My  goal  is  to  build  upon 

the  excellent  work  and 

accomplishments  of  Kevin 

Lessard  and  the  staff." 


— Steven  m.  rothstein, 

named  ninth  head  of 

Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
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Teaching  Teachers, 
Changing  Society 


Tlton/Perkins  Program  sponsors  university  training  in  Latin  America 


/     ^X  eafblind  children  in  developing  countries  traditionally  have  not  been  considered  eligible 
/     I  for  an  education.  The  Hilton/Perkins  Program  has  been  making  significant  steps  around 
^ — ^  the  world  toward  changing  this  misconception  through  support  for  programs,  awareness- 
raising  for  parents,  and  development  of  training  programs  for  professionals  who  are  then  able  to  carry 
out  and  further  this  work. 

The  Hilton/Perkins  Program  has  helped  universities  in  four  Latin  American  countries  establish 
graduate  programs  for  teachers  of  children  who  are  deafblind  or  have  multiple  disabilities.  Costa  Rica 
instituted  a  traditional  graduate  school  model,  and  a  university  project  in  Chile  offered  intensive 
three-week  seminars  in  order  to  be  accessible  to  professionals  from  Argentina  and  Colombia.  Chile's 
program  has  expanded  to  include  participants  from  Mexico,  Panama  and  Venezuela.  A  university  in 
Argentina  is  now  replicating  the  program  from  Chile.  We  have  also  helped  begin  a  graduate  program 
in  Brazil.  Recognizing  the  importance  of  this  work,  the  ONCE  Foundation  in  Spain  now  funds  half  of 
the  program. 

These  programs  are  permanently  changing  societies  and  brightening  the  future  for  deafblind 
and  multihandicapped  blind  children  who  have  been  left  behind  for  too  long. 


The  influence  of  new 
graduate  study  programs 
in  Argentina,  Brazil, 
Cfiile  and  Costa  Rica 
extends  through  neighbor- 
ing countries  to  all 
regions  of  Latin  America. 


To  date,  over  100  professionals  have  completed  training. 


"Through  these  programs, 

we  are  changing  the  education 

systems  in  Latin  America 

to  provide  education 
opportunities  for  deafblind 
children  and  their  families" 


— Stephen  perreault,  coordinator  of  the 
Hilton/Perkins  program,  Latin  America 


Working  for  the  Future 
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ne  of  the  goals  at  Perkins  is  to  help  individuals  be  able  to  live  and  work  in  the  community," 
said  Kevin  Lessard,  Perkins  Director,  at  a  recent  Employer  Recognition  Breakfast  for 
companies  that  have  provided  internships  or  jobs  for  Perkins  students.  "That's  where 

you  come  in.  You  give  students  their  first  work  experiences.  Your  role  is  critical,  and  we  are  grateful 

for  your  help." 


Jaimi  Lard,  a  graduate  of  Perkins  Deafblind  Program  and  a  current  spokesperson  for  Perkins, 
explained  in  sign  language  voiced  by  her  interpreter  that  she  and  her  parents  had  a  dream  that  she  would 
find  a  job  after  graduation.  A  vocational  placement  through  Perkins  at  the  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery 
introduced  her  to  the  world  of  work.  Her  next  placement  at  Brigham  and  Woman's  Hospital  even  grew 
into  a  job  after  graduation.  She  worked  there  for  10  years  before  returning  to  Perkins  as  a  staff  member 
in  the  public  relations  department. 

Company  by  company,  employers  walked  to  the  front  of  Perkins  Chapel  to  receive  certificates 
of  appreciation  for  their  role  in  helping  students  become  independent.  The  applause  was  great,  but 
by  no  means  could  it  convey  the  gratitude  we  feel  for  these  employers  who  give  Perkins  students 
wonderful  opportunities. 
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Thanks  to  the  collaboration 

among  employers  and  Perkins  stajf, 

students  in  Secondary  Services, 

Deafblind,  and  Outreach  Services 

have  meaningful  exposure  to  the 

many  aspects  of  the  world  of  work. 

BETH  CARUSO 


"You  give  students  their 

first  work  experiences. 

Your  role  is  critical,  and  we  are 

gratefiil  for  your  help. " 

KEVIN   LESSARD 


Companies  helping 
students  become 
independent 


Arsenal  Mall 

Barnes  and  Noble 

Belmont  Car  Wash 

Belmont  Savings  Bank 

Bentley  College 

Bikes  Not  Bombs: 
Earn  a  Bike  Program 

Boston  Scientific 


Braille  &  Talking 
Book  Library 

Dana  Farber  Cancer 
Institute 

Days  Hotel 

Department  of 
Environmental  Protection 

Drumlin  Farm 

Great  Cuts 


Harvard  Vanguard 
Medical  Associates 

Howe  Press 

Ionics 

Lesley  University 

Mahoney's  Garden  Centers 

Minihane's  Florist 

Mount  Auburn  Cemetery 

Mount  Auburn  Club 

Mount  Auburn  Hospital 

Museum  of  Science 

National  Association  of 
Parents  of  the  Visually 
Impaired  (NAPVI) 

National  Braille  Press 


New  England  Baptist 
Hospital 

Noah's  Farm 

Old  Country  Buffet 

Old  Navy 

Perkins  Assistive 
Device  Center 

Perkins  Storeroom 

A.  Russo  &  Sons 

Star  Market 

Super  Stop  &  Shop 

Tufts  University 

VHB 

Watertown  Savings  Bank 

Wilson  Farms 


Building  Dreams 

Think  Creatively  •  Plan  Collaboratively  •  Build  Economically 
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n  Perkins  Lower  School,  beneath  the  gym  where  seven  to  14-year  olds  run  and  play, 
Perkins  staff  and  a  team  of  volunteers  have  been  designing,  hammering,  sawing,  painting, 
planning,  and  soldering — in  short,  they  have  been  building  dreams. 


Perkins  Assistive  Device  Center  is  a  workshop  that  creates  customized  materials  for  children  with 
disabilities.  A  young  girl  might  need  a  "corner  chair"  to  be  inserted  in  a  regular  chair  for  more  back 
support;  a  boy  with  severe  Cerebral  Palsy  whose  best  motor  control  is  his  head  and  who  loves  animals 
may  need  a  pointer  attached  to  a  scoop  to  feed  his  pet  lizard;  and  many  children  who  cannot  work  at  flat 
tables  may  benefit  from  table  top  activity  centers  where  keyboards  are  vertical  and  at  chest-height. 
Commercially  available  adaptations  may  not  meet  the  needs  of  particular  children,  and  the  most  esoteric 
may  not  exist.  The  Assistive  Device  Center,  coordinated  by  Occupational  Therapist  Molly  Campbell, 
designs  and  constructs  such  custom  devices  that  help  children  lead  rich  and  independent  lives. 

The  center's  success  is  phenomenal.  From  tangible  symbols — thick  white  cards  with  a  symbol  to 
represent  a  word — to  activity  centers,  to  specialized  bowl  holders,  to  complicated  seat  adaptations, 
the  center's  work  is  helping  students  all  over  campus.  And  the  word  is  spreading.  Hundreds  of 
professionals,  parents  and  university  students  have  attended  workshops  at  Perkins  and  around 
New  England  lead  by  center  professionals.  The  Hilton/Perkins  Program  also  has  brought  this  expertise 
to  projects  for  deafblind  children  and  parents  in  developing  countries  where  economics  make  it 
necessary  to  find  low-cost  solutions. 


"The  work  created  at  the 

Assistive  Device  Center  not 

only  benefits  the  children  who  receive 

their  new  equipment,  it  benefits  the 

volunteers  and  staff  who  have  the 

satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they 

have  made  a  difference." 


-Molly  Campbell,  Coordinator  of 
Perkins  Assistive  device  center 
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Perkins    people    and    happenings    on    and    off    campus 


The  Ambassador 
Keeps  on  Going 

Maria  Runyan,  Perkins  ambassador  and 
Olympic  runner  who  is  legally  blind,  is 
unstoppable.  This  fall,  she  won  Tufts 
10k  run  in  Boston  and  placed  5th  in  the 
New  York  Marathon  (her  first  marathon). 
She  also  spoke  to  an  assembly  of  Perkins 
students  and  staff,  hosted  a  special  class 
for  Perkins  athletes,  and  at  Boston's 
Borders  Bookstore  was  introduced  by 
Perkins  staff  and  read  from  the  paperback 
version  of  her  book,  No  Finish  Line, 
My  Life  as  I  See  It.  Thank  you,  Maria, 
for  continuing  to  help  everyone  see 
the  possibilities  ahead  of  them. 


A  Celebration  in  Spanish 

Perkins  is  pleased  to  announce 
the  translation  into  Spanish  of  In 
Celebration  of  Grandparenting,  a 
book  for  grandparents  of  children 
with  visual  impairments.  Filled 
with  color  photographs  and 
suggestions,  the  book  is  a  friendly 
resource  to  help  grandparents. 
Now  in  Spanish,  it  can  help  so 
many  more  families. 


"Times  get  better. 

Times  get  easier... 

Keep  thinking  about 

thefuture." 

— Marla  Runyan 


Going  for  the  Gold 

Festivities  for  the  Deafblind  Program's  annual  Olympics 
began  with  a  noisy  parade  of  maracas,  triangles  and 
tambourines  across  campus,  through  the  office  of  Kevin 
Lessard,  Perkins  Director,  to  the  playing  fields.  During 
obstacle  course  races,  basketball,  kickball  and  games  of  four- 
square, the  crowd  erupted  in  cheers  and  blasts  from  plastic 
horns.  Students  in  Perkins  Deafblind  Program  range  in  age 
from  three  to  22,  and  most  have  either  a  little  hearing  or  a 
little  sight.  Total  communication — using  all  of  the  students 
remaining  senses — is  the  philosophy  of  education.  Total 
fiin  was  the  reality  of  the  Olympics. 


"I  really  enjoyed  the 
frisbee  games." 


Hallo>veen 


For  Halloween,  students  in  the  Preschool 
Program  brought  in  bags  for  treats,  snacks 
for  the  class,  costumes  to  parade,  and 
parents,  brothers  and  sisters  to  share  the 
party  with.  Count  Dracula,  Snow  White, 
the  Wicked  Witch,  a  jack-o'-lantern  and 
the  cutest  Dalmatian  were  all  spotted  havin 
fun  to  music  and  playing  games. 


Se>ving  Comfort 

Lower  School  students  use  their  sense  of 
touch,  any  residual  vision,  light  and  dark 
perception  and  innate  creativity  every  year 
to  design  and  produce  their  own  squares 
for  a  grand,  multicolored  quilt  of  many 
textures.  Hand  skills,  planning  and  creative 
thinking  are  only  some  of  the  lessons  of 
the  quilt  project.  Students  learn  about 
generosity.  Proceeds  from  auctioning  last 
year's  quilt  went  to  a  school  in  Romania 
where  blind  and  deafblind  children  do  not 
have  the  resources  available  at  Perkins.  The 
Hilton/Perkins  Program  helps  the  school 
develop  their  services,  and  Lower  School 
students  can  have  the  satisfaction  that  they, 
too,  are  making  a  difference. 


Perkins 
Holiday  Concerts 

Secondary  Program 

students  in  the  Handbell  Choir, 

Chorus,  Music  Makers  and 

solo  performances. 


Budget  Cuts  for  Perkins  Braille 
&  Talking  Book  Library 

Henry  Ward  Beecher  said  it  best,  "A  library  is 
not  a  luxury  but  one  of  the  necessities  of  life." 
This  is  even  more  true  for  patrons  of  Perkins 
Braille  &  Talking  Book  Library  who  cannot  find 
braille  books,  magazines  or  unabridged  books 
on  tape  in  their  local  libraries,  bookstores  or 
newsstands.  In  this  second  year  of  State  budget 
cuts  and  in  order  to  maintain  the  highest  quality 
services  to  the  over  17,000  people  who  depend 
on  the  library,  Perkins  has  established  the 
Annual  Perkins  Library  Fund.  "I  would  be  less 
than  candid  if  I  didn't  say  we  are  feeling  the 
effects  of  the  cuts.  We  have  had  to  reduce  our 
staff  by  four  positions...  But  we  wiU  be  here 
for  our  patrons  no  matter  what,"  attests  Kim 
Charlson,  Director  of  Perkins  Braille  &  Talking 
Book  Library.  "Our  staff  and  volunteers  will  do 
whatever  is  necessary  to  make  sure  that  service 
to  our  patrons  remains  our  highest  priority." 
Perkins  is  grateful  to  Kim,  her  dedicated  staff 
and  to  the  members  of  the  public  who  are 
helping  bring  the  necessities  of  life  to  people 
all  over  New  England. 


aA 


"A  library  is  not 

a  luxury  but  one  of 

the  necessities  of  life." 

— HENRY  Ward  Beecher 


Sunday,  December  15,  3:00  pm 
Thursday,  December  1 9,  7:30  pm 


Dwight  Hall, 
Perkins  Howe  Building 


"Our  Staff  and  volunteers  will 

do  whatever  is  necessary  to 

make  sure  that  service  to 

our  patrons  remains  our 

highest  priority." 

— Kim  Charlson,  Director  of  Perkins 
braille  a  Talking  Book  Library 


Thank  You 


Past,  Present,  &  Future 

Laura  Wiggins  Putnam,  a  descendent  of  Perkins  first  Director,  Samuel 
Gridley  Howe,  died  this  past  January.  She  served  as  a  trustee  and  member  of 
the  corporation  for  many  years,  and  has  passed  on  her  family  stewardship  to  her 
son,  Eliot,  Jr.  who  serves  on  the  corporation.  We  are  grateful  to  Laura  Putnam  for 
helping  to  continue  the  work  of  her  ancestor  by  remembering  Perkins  in  her  will 
and  by  directing  her  many  memorial  gifts  to  Perkins. 

Mildred  "Billy"  Mason  recently  established  a  charitable  gift  annuity  of 
$10,000  from  which  she  will  receive  a  fixed  annual  income  for  the  rest  of  her  life. 
Billy,  age  89,  has  been  legally  blind  for  5  years.  During  that  time,  she  has  kept 
her  interest  in  politics  and  literature  alive  by  subscribing  to  Perkins  Braille  & 
Talking  Book  Library.  We  are  pleased  to  have  such  a  vibrant  new  friend  in 
our  annuity  program. 

Students  in  Lower  School's  Oliver  Cottage  were  thrilled  to  learn  that 
Mr.  Paul  Alizio  donated  a  player-piano.  Their  excitement  was  palpable — 
and  quite  audible — when  Mr.  Alizio  joined  the  students  and  staff  for  lunch 
and  a  celebration  of  old  tunes  on  the  piano.  A  huge  thank  you  from  the 
students  who  keep  making  music. 


16 


Corporation  Day 


November  4,  2002 


CI  orporation  Day  2002  was  a  huge  success.  Trustees,  members  of  the  corporation,  staff 
and  friends  enjoyed  the  Perkins  chorus  before  dinner  in  Dwight  Hall.  Sue  Edwards,  a 
teacher  in  the  Lower  School,  gave  a  presentation  of  the  Perkins  Panda  Early  Literacy 
Program,  an  initiative  to  help  families  build  the  foundations  of  literacy  for  their  blind  or  visually 
impaired  child.  Cory  Kadlick,  a  student  in  the  Lower  School,  read  from  the  one  of  the  braille  books 
in  the  Panda  kit.  This  was  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  everyone  to  learn  more  about  the  bold  and 
wonderful  learning  initiative  which  Perkins  is  about  to  launch. 

With  hearts  and  minds  filled  with  music,  new  information  and  new  friends,  the  evening  brought 
the  Perkins  family  closer  together  and  helped  everyone  understand  the  care,  expertise  and  success  of 
Perkins  staff  and  students. 


AT  THE  1 73RD  PERKINS  ANNUAL  MEETING, 
Dick  Carlson,  Chairman  of  the  Board,  announced 
the  retirement  of  H.  Oilman  "Gimmy"  Nichols, 
dedicated  Treasurer  and  Board  member  of  Perkins 
for  over  20  years.  Newly  elected  trustee,  Brenda 
Furlong,  was  welcomed  to  the  Board  along  with 
corporators,  Peter  Callahan,  Sam  Carr,  William 
Gamelli,  Dana  Djerf,  Jennifer  Eckert  and  Philip  Ladd. 


The  Perkins  Panda 
Early  Literacy 
Program  helps  build 
the  foundations 
for  literacy. 
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Memorial  &  Honorary  Gifts 


ari^tifcii'iKK^.^ '.' 


Honor  a  friend  or  family  member 
through  the  Tribute  Program  at 
Perkins.  Gifts  made  "in  memory" 
commemorate  the  Ufe  of  a  loved 
one  who  has  passed  away,  while 
a  gift  made  "in  honor"  celebrates  a 
special  occasion  such  as  a  birthday, 
graduation,  anniversary,  or  other 
important  event. 


A  moving  testimonial  to  a  friend  or 
loved  oiie,  tribute  gifts  support  the 
important  programs  at  Perkins  and 
make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  our 
blind,  deafblind  and 
multihandicapped  blind  students. 

After  we  receive  your  tribute,  we 
send  a  letter  to  the  bereaved  family 
or  the  person  being  honored  to 


inform  them  of  your  kindness.  We 
also  send  you  a  note  to  thank  you 
for  your  generosity.  The  amount  of 
your  gift  is  always  kept  confidential. 
All  gifts  are  tax-deductible. 

We  are  often  asked  what  amount 
should  be  sent  for  a  memorial  or  in 
honor  gift.  A  good  rule  of  thumb  is 
to  send  what  you  would  spend 


The  Perkins  Endowment 


(  /)  erkins  School  for  the  Blind  provides  an  opportunity  for  generous 
v_X       and  caring  individuals  to  help  the  multihandicapped  children  and 
adults  who  benefit  from  our  programs  and  services.  The  gifts  and  bequests 
of  Perkins  friends  make  it  possible  for  the  school  to  sustain  the  excellent 
quality  of  services  that  has  been  the  Perkins  hallmark  for  more  than  one 
hundred  and  seventy  years. 

While  a  few  foundations  and  government  grants  enable  Perkins  to 
initiate  new  programs,  the  consistent  support  of  donors  makes  it  possible 
for  us  to  continue  our  academic,  residential,  and  home-based  programs 
for  the  many  students  in  our  care. 

If  you  wish  to  make  Perkins  School  the  recipient  of  a  personal  bequest, 
the  following  form  may  be  used: 


I  hereby  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind,  a  corporation  duly  organized  and  existing  under 
the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  sura  of 

dollars  ($ ),  the  same  to  be  applied 

to  the  general  uses  and  purposes  of  said  corporation  under  the 
direction  of  its  Board  of  Trustees;  and  I  do  hereby  direct  that 
the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being  of  said  corporation 
shall  be  sufficient  discharge  to  ray  executors  for  the  sarae. 


Bequest  donors  automatically  become  members  of  the 
Thomas  H.  Perkins  Society. 

Such  a  notice  may  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  corporation  as  follows: 

The  Planned  Giving  Office 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
1 75  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  Massachusetts  02472 
617-972-7284 


on  flowers.  Many  gifts  range  from 
$50  to  $500  or  more.  But,  the  only 
"right"  amount  is  the  one  your  heart 
tells  you  to  send. 

To  make  a  tribute  gift,  please 
send  your  check  to:  Perkins  School 
for  the  Blind,  175  North  Beacon 
Street,  Watertovra,  MA  02472 


Attn:  Development  Office, 
Tribute  Program.  Or,  call 
(617)  972-7328  to  make  a  donation 
with  your  MasterCard  or  VISA. 

Please  be  sure  to  include  the  full 
name  and  address  of  the  person  to 
whom  you  wish  us  to  acknowledge 
your  gift. 
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Perkins  School 

Perkins  School  for  the 
Blind  was  incorporated 
March  2,  1829.  The  school  is 
an  accredited  member  of  the  New  England 
Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  and 
the  National  Association  of  Independent 
Schools.  It  is  licensed  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Education  and  Mental 
Retardation  and  by  the  Commonwealth's 
Office  of  Child  Care  Services. 


FOR  THE  Blind 

Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  admits 
students  of  any  race,  color,  creed,  national 
and  ethnic  origin  to  all  the  rights,  privileges, 
programs,  and  activities  generally  accorded 
or  made  available  to  students  at  the  school. 
It  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race, 
color,  creed,  national  or  ethnic  origin  in  the 
administration  of  its  educational  policies, 
scholarship,  and  athletic  and  other  school- 
administrated  programs. 


PERKINS 


Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  MA  02472 

Tel:  617.924.3434 
Fax:  617.926.2027 
www.Perkins.org 

Editor:  Robert  Guthrie 
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